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URBAN LAND LAWS

Hap tne Tamil Nedu Urban Land
laws pone through the custom

legislative process  with the ad-
vantage of examination of the
measure by a Select Committes of
the Legislature, many difficulties
that have been pointed out in the
columns of the press coold have
been avoided. It is too late in the
day to resist any measure of con-
tral over urban i:mr.i holdings. Nor
do the land sharks, who have the
wherewithal to speculate on urban
land walues, deserve much sym-
pathy and consideration,  Many
of them have already escaped the
law through transfers to trusts con-
trolled and manipulated by them.
It is only the middle and lower
middle ¢lass people who need to
be saved from the rigours of the
law. For instance, a person with a
house on 6 grounds is better off
under the law than another with
i house om 3 grounds owning
another 3 grounds of vacant site.
Again, a joint Hinda family s
worse off under the law than divid-
ed families holding wrban lands.
A husband and wife owning sepa-

rate houses are better off than the
spouses each owning a house site.
In an era where the women's libe-
ration mowvement is asserting a
woman's right to acquire, own and

dispose of property independently
of the hushand, it is strange that
a womans urhan land should be
clubbed with her hushand's for
the caleulation of celling, While
there may be a case for such club-
bing where wrhan land was pur-
chased out of funds P‘rﬂl':idl:dF‘h}"
the hushand, there can be none in
the case of self-acquisition by
career women and the like.

By some strange coincidence,
urban land values have been revis-

]

ed as of 1971 five to ten times over
the 1561 market rates at a time
when uwrban  land  walues  have
plummeted ag a result of the ceil-
ing law. It is difficult to beliave
that urban land values heve grown
five to ten times doring the last
ten years. It may he noted that the
maximum compensation has heen
fivedd under the Urban Land Ceil-
ing at around one rupee per square
foot, while urban land values as of
1971 have been Axed at rates vary-
ing from Re, 10 to Rs. 20 per square
foot In residential areas, If such
exaggerated valuation is adopted
for other purposes like assessment
of “Wealth Tax, house cwnership
will become a liability and housing
activity will be totally extinguish-
ed, A stray sale deed cannot be a
basis for the valuation of land in
an entire area and any assessment
on that footing is bound to cause
hardship and misery. Without
wasting Hme in the tortoous pro-
cess of appeals and investigation.
the Government may be well ad-
vised to review the entire levy and
remedy the situation.

deities, Murugan and Vinayaka,
start appunrin‘aﬁlpmbnhl}' from the
Bth century. these go to prove
that the Kalabhras, like all Indian
rulers, were extremely impartial
in their religious attitude and en-

the faiths prevail-
ing among their subjects.

An extremely interesting coin
from MAadurai [illustrated on pages
3 and 4) contains on one side the
figure of Murugan and on the other
side that of Vinayaka, There are
also be coins with either one
or other similar figure, 1t is an old
lnoking copper piece, ar,
somewhat  irregular, measuring
13 x 1.1 centimetres and weigh-
ing L5 grammes. The standing
Brure diagonally across the coin
is hiumﬁan. The legs are turned
left and right The body is a
truncated triangle with 6 hands,
three on either side, The right
hand is holding a long staff with
what looks like a battle axe at the
top. Along the left edee of the eoin
in bold Emhmimi?tilmln-
wription reading Achuvikanta
Kalabara' with many letters wom

out, The representation is linear
and the original in the shrine
from which it was ied must
have been made of wood. The
identification as Murugan is not
difficult, On the other side iz a
clear Vinayaka, his brother,

Muru with a sin head
and six hands is still found in
some old temples as for example
in Kodikadu, near Vedaranyam,
in Thanfavur district. - A similar
figure iz also seen in Kazhugo-
malai in Tinmelveli district, The
Subramanya of later days with 8
heads, 12 hands and the rock
mount was the result of a synthe-
sis between the northern Skanda
and the southesn Mum cults.
The tribal republic of Yandheyas
of eastern Puniab had Skanda or
Kartikeya as their tutelary dei
and ggfmted him in their 2n
and century coins, sometimes
with 6 heads and sometimes with
one head. and 2 honds. Th
called him Brahmanyvadeva wm:ﬁ
became Subramanya in the South.

The Bgures of Vinayaka, almost
modern- on the other side,

is most astonishing. It is seated
in the upper right corner, with
Mukuta and 4 hands. The paunch
is a fine rounded one. Om the left
some letters . are faintlv visible.
The figure was probably taken
from a clay model,

Even today, South Indion scho-
lars hold that Ganapati imege
wis bhorrowed from Vatapi Cha-
lukyas in the Tth century, whao, in
turn, horrowed it from the north-
grm Gupta art, But here, in an
ancient  eoln  which cannat be
dated later tham 550 AD., the
Vinayaka firure i3 staring us in
the face. N, Subramanvam, " a
South Indisn scholar, in his hook
Sunpam Polity, argues, correctly,
in my view, that Canapatl images
oriminated in the South and went
Morth., The Therianthoropic figure
with elephont face seems to be
the roncertion of old indizenous
peoples, which was later adepted
in the Hindu pantheon. Very
many calts and at ideas have
trovelled from the South to the
Morth also, We can be sura that it
g an ancient and fine Vinayaka
figure portraved in India,




