ARAITA, fourary 29, 1977

the simulbaneous
mmscement  of  the  election
Mot it 4 new spirit into  the
lanly political life of the countrr
b may be recalled that during the

i Pariament on the ox.
Wmlan  of the life of the Lok
Bk, the CGovernment asserted
Bt the passing of the measuro
il st preclude the holding of
Mections earlier than March, 1978,
M, Candhi has taken the wind
ol of the sail of the critics both
M home and abroad that she is
prpetuating her regime withoot
8 popular mandate, She has also
mideemed her pledge that the
‘mergency will not last a day
beger than absolutely necessary.
The growing strength of the
falim on the economic Front,
Weadly prices, abundant supplies
ol food and industrial raw mate-
fabs, the hulging foreign exchange
menes and  the positive mea-
wires foe the amelioration of the
mnelitions of the weaker sections
ol society through the 20-point
Pogramme, redinforced hy M.
Sanjay Candhi's five-point socdal
programeme. have wafted a gentle
sir of confidence in the country.
The hich sense of responsibility
diplaved by labour, students. the
ol servants and  the
gmernlly has contributed, in no
wmall measure, to the restoration
o the health of the nation.
Prriadic releases of political dete-
o fave pmduced a favourable
mpenise both from the public and
- the political parties themselves,
peving that the calenlated risk
likew by the Prime Minister is o
Wep i the rght direction, Tn
thort, the law and order situation
wil roomomic regeneration have
paved the way for the restoration
of mormal political life.

R. VENKATARAMAN

It i eustomary for persons in
unfuestioned  authority to  get
vsed to it and resent even legiti-
maobe  eriticism and  constructive
sugestions. Mrs. Candhi  has
proved herself an exception to the
rule and has boldly come forward
net only  to relax  the existing
restrictions, such as pre-censor-
ship of news and holding public
meetings, but to encourage a fres
delsate, which elections necessarily
imply. Dy this stroke of political
wisdom Mrs, Gandhi has destroyed
all the vicous and vituperative
attack on her as a dictator perpe-
tuating hersalf in office,

One is not sure if the parties,
meluding the National Congress,
are prepared  for o stupendous
election campaign within the next
few weeks, Even as late as a few
days back, responsible Ministers
were not only denying the pros-
pects of an early election, but
cven questioning the need for it
lulling the partymen into a kind
of stupor, The task of choosing
over 500 candidates from Kashmir
to Kanyakumari is not easy and
the time to assess local apinion
about the prospective candidates
almost negligible, In the absence
of constituency committees and
an effective local organisation, the
chances are that the views of the
people at the root level may be
imoted and pressure groups may
dominate the selection of candi-
dates. This is true not only of the
ruling party but of almaost every
other party in the country. Unless
the parties choose the best avail-
able talent endowed with n sense
of duty and high integrity, the
opportunity afforded to the coun-
try through the elections will be
wasted,

. therefore,  the
i which was the stock in teade of

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION

Opposition  parties, who  had
demanded polls, will now get the
opportunity they sought. 1t is up
to them to utilise the accasion for
building wp n constructive orderly
and national  erganisation which
can  function a5 a1 responsible
apposition.  The Teople’s Nepre-
sentation Act los becn amended
penalising resort to appeal to sec-
tional and religions prejudices and
vilification of candidates and,
imbridled  abuse,

election propagandists, must yield
place to reason and  argument.
Noisy demonstrations should he
replaced by cold logic and facts.
Bribing of voters should he des-
pised hy the public and condemmn-
ed by the parties. The nation
must demonstrate to the world
that the elections in our ecuntry
are fought according to the hest
teaditions of a true democracy.

So far as the Congress is con-
cerned, it has a well defined pro-
gramme, clear policy  ohjectives
and competent personnel, It will
offer to the country a programme
of economic development through
Planning, But the diverse nppes-
tion parties with no coherent
policies, nor a  common fra-
gramme, cxcept winning offics,
will not be able to offer a viahle
alternative government, The caun-
try has faced the consequences of
potting wnited front governments
in office in 1987 and has elearly
rejected them in 1871, Tt is not
going to repeat the mistake of
entrusting the sacred trust in the
hand of disunited parties. So long
as the hane of multi-party system
prevails in the country there is no
hope of ever achieving a healthy
apposition,



