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HITENDRA DESAL

Mg, Hrresoma Desaa,
the Union Cabinet, is a seasoned
politician  with maturity, wisdom
andd u long record of devoted pub-
lic service, Bom on Bth August,
1915, Mr. Hitendra Diesai  tred
the routine path of Tndiay polities
entering the Rar, Participating in
the fropdog Mavement, serving

who jnins

us Minigter in Bombay and Guje-
rat States and ultima .
ing the Chief Minister of Cnjerat
in LGS, Soft-spoken, friendly and
alfable by tempernment,  Mr,
Hitendra  Desai  maintained the
best relations with the Dpimilinn
in the State. He was easily the mask
popular Chief Minister of his time,
A man of sound judgment free
from pedantry  and ostentation,
he gave a spurt to industrial and
econnmic development and a fine
scdministration o Cujerat,

The uwnfortunate  1ift in the
Congress in 1969 drew him to the
side of his then leader,  Mr,
Morarii  Desai and for g while
Hitendra was caught in a grent
mefital  eonflict betweon personal
loyalty to his leader and his pro-
Eressive political
resolved the tangle by swinging
over  to the MNabional Congress
under the leadership  of Mrs.

1;::1-51:.1::-'-1115, He '

3,

Gandhi and therealter — devoted
his entire energy to strengthening
the organisation, The solid] hack.
g to the Congress Liilt up in
the traditional pro-Morarji Desai
State of Cujerat %, dn oo sal|
measure, due to Hitendra Desai's
patient and  persevering effures,
That he did not become Cujerat's
Chief Minister again i to sme
extent due to the rub hetween the
faithful and the converted that
oné witnesses in many other States
also, But what is a loss b Curjernt
s a positive gain to the niationg,
Mr., I-IIjl'l'eudm Desais rich experi-
eNce, sunve manners, gentle spirit
of accommodation and unsullied
reputation’ for integrity will stand
him in good stead in the wider

Beld of “activity awaiting  him.

Housing, which is o [Time neces-
sity of life, will, e trust, receive
uncler his care the dynamic thrust
it needs urgently today,

(Continued from resiniiy pame)

mism of the preat seientist that
he not only got to grips with the
problems ot onee, bt found him.-
self deeply committed to the sus-
tevance of the projects. We,
in the South of Imddin,  hywe
drticular  reason  to  remem-
er his services to the Kal-
pakkam  First Breeder Reactor
aral Power Plant  with frratitude,
While thus he supported all our
eflorts at utilising  atomice BRIy
of peaceful  purposes.  he was
erpmally worrie: al?r?sut the conse-
uences of superior technology
resulting  in the build-up af
nuclear arsenals, He was one of
the guiding stars of the Pugwash
Movement  and the Converer  of
the Indian Pugwash Committes.

The Rockets of Thumba

The other feld in which Sara-
bhai left a distinet impress was
Iuilia’s  Spoce Prgramme, As
Chairman of the Tndian Mational
Linnmittee for Space Research,
P weas primarily responsible for
the setting up of the Thumba
Equatorial  Rocket Launching
Station near Trivandrum. In Janu-
army, 1964, the UN. deputed o
seientific team conzisting  of
resentatives from Argenting, Rra-
zil, Japan, Sweden the US.A
and the USSR, for inspecting
the facilities available ot Thumba
and on their recommendation the

TERLS was nccepted is an Inter
national Facility, Scientists from
the UK. France, West Germany
anel Japan have already used this
facility For rocket experiments of
upper atmosphere in the equato-
rial region. The Thumba Station
is now fully equipped with vehi-
cle and paylaad assembly, track-
ing radar,  tone-ranging system,
telemetry receiving station, and
tommunications, computation and
desipn facilities to support rocket
experiments, The Rohini  and
Menaka rockets of
wholly Indiaen iy stricture, have
conducted several hundred Righe
tests alreadly.

The *Vigion of a Resurgent India’

Two other space research sta-
tions that ewe their existence in
a large measure to Sarabhai are
the SHAR and ESCES, Tho
SHAR is the station that maonitors
the Aryalihata Earth Satellite and
is sitmted I an areq of 12000
hectres at Sriharikota Island im
the Hay of Bengal, north of Puli-
cat Lake in Andhra Pradesh, The
ESCES is the Experimental Satel-
lite Communication Earth Station
in Ahmedabad  thar el the

TE programme which has be-
come gich an important nk in the
International Rural Development
Scheme of the ment of
India. In fact, the Prime Minister,
Mrs. Indira Gandhi, saw fn these

Thumba,

Space programmes, “the vision of
a resurgent Indin, an Indin strip-
gling to liberate herself from tie
shackles of poverty and ignornoe
wnd to harness the steength g
bouyaney of madern  science and
technology for the betterment of
her 550 million peaple.”

A Humanist, nhove all

MNew Tndia looked up o lime to
Bive a mmmnndjn? laacl, the kind
of precept that on ¥ oan aristoort,
wmanist  and a  scientist  |ike
Vikram Sarabhai pould provide,
But Fute willed otherwise, A el
and purposeful eareer  was cut
short by the cold hand of death ge
the Kovalam Palace Suite in Tri-
vandrum  where Dr,  Sarabhai
passed awny  pencelully  while
asleep in  the  early hours of
December 80, 1971, The President
of Tndia decorated him witl; the
insignia of Padma Vibhoshun s
thumansly: - this was received by
his wife, Smt. Meinaling Saraliliai,
herself o very talented artiste il
a sewom of a  reputed familyv of
patriots, jurists and social work-

.. Brs in Madras, But there could he

o preater  decoration  far L.
Vikram Sarabhai than the soeveral
seintillating — institutions that o
stucded all over the oo ey
which awe bath their Comee g

wnd their evolution 1o this truly
great  geniuns  of contempariry
Incdia.
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