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CHEAPER ELECTIONS

Tex peerrecTiveness of legisla-
kten 25 an instrument for im-
E::jng l:ulil:icul morali has
: amply demonstrated tha
Company Law Amendment of
1569 that prohibited corporate
donations to political parties. The
Sinthanam Committee recom-
ménded and a few senior leaders
of the country even believe that
mrporate  contributions led to
orruption and low standards of
public life. The clamour for ban-
ming company -contributions to
palitical ies came in the wake
of disclosures of such donations
diter the 1967 pgeneral elections
ind gathered momentum  during
the debates in Parliament. But
events soon proved that the re-

v was worse than the disease.
Clindestine payments of wm-
soounted money fowed into the
coffers .of political parties varyving
with their rﬂimctive prospects in
polls. The making of unaccounted
money was brazenly defended as
1 necessity to feed the demands
of political parties. Soon it he-
tame an excuse for making black

money by the unserupulous who

no opportunity of makin

Zepal gains on the sides, Politi

kaders who received such contri-
butions lost the mornal strength to
tndemn  black money and even
£ they did in public, they were
wither believed nor respected by
the le. Since mno accounts

il ould be kept of such collections,

there was alwavs a suspicion that
e entire receints did not go nto
e party coffers but had gone
private aseets of
persons,

k

The comfort and luxuries com-
manded by some politicians have
proved that such suspicions were
not far from Facts. This is the way
in which a good piece of legisls-
tion honestly well-meant had
worked during  the last seven
years and tamnished the image of
politicians, in general and leaders
of political parties, in particular.
Human ingenuity was also not
slow to devise legal means of
evading the law, Brochures and
sovenirs  sponsored by political
parties secured  large vertize-
ments from Business Houses de-
priving the nation of its legitimate
taxes, Since publicity is a revenue
expenditure of a business house,
the contributions made to politi-
cal parties by taking large adver-
tsement space eamed income-tax
deduction as well! In the circum-
stances, the repeal of the ban on
company donations comes not a
day too scon and will help to
restore a measure of honesty in
public life,

Under the present laws, polit-
cal parties are under no obligation
gither to have their accounts
audited or to publish them. The
Wanchoo  Committee  recom-
mended the auditing and publi-
cation of 1:;3 accounts of political
parties, rtumni may be
availed of nﬁpnﬁﬁis ng-asin:m :;:: fm-
plement this recommendation, so
that people may know the extent
of the contributions made to a
political party and the manner in
which they have been disposed
of. Since bribing of voters iz still
rampant, the publication of the
accounts of political parties may

help ta miﬁﬁ:l:a the evil. The re- .

moval of e ban on eompany
donations by itself will not radic-
ally alter the situation. Some cor-
porations may make both legal as
well as not so legal contributions
as much as political parties may
solicit them, Unless the coun
is rid of black money, the
eannot be completely eradicated.
As a care for the evil of seek-
ing corporate donations, political
parties had ested even hefore
the Wanchoo Committee recom-
mendations, the adoption of the
West German pattern of fnancing
ions, But the German sys-
tem, where the State contributes
election funds in proportion to the
votes cast in the previous elec-
Hon, does not ensure that parties
and candidates not su
ment the State contribution with
privabe  uniccounted  donations.
Moreover, providing funds to poli-
tical partfes in the context of the
poverty and  misery of the wast
mass of our people who are living
below the poverty line is a erime
against society, Neverthaless, it is
the duty of political parties in the
conntry to evolve @ pattern of
e'lection where money will not
play a dominant or deciding role
in the results, Election expenses
have heen mounting in eeometric
pronortion_with every succesding
general elecon. The statutory
limit on expanses is no more than
a dead letter, The reckless waste
of monay en  flacs and festeons,
processions and fAreworks, dances
and dramas indulzed in election
campaiens  demonstrates  our
medieval outlook, Gigantic pos-
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ters o glittering colours or wul-
gar  porteits of  soluptuons
withrws supposed  to have Jost
their hotluuwls troogh Govern-
ment repressivn  have completely
distarted the issues  Lefore the
crnmbey :,:inl:i Ell:ih!ml muany a1 b=
sernpulmis party bo rise o power
through mass deception. A e
democracy  is one where people
choose their Government on the
basis of the election manifesto
issned by each - party. Evory
attempt o secure - [MAVer either
throngh bribery or corruption of
the voter or by misleading him i

pothing  short of  deceit, The
[ L the L:lEi.‘ti.lJHH li‘li_l].f ]..IIL'I I'."L'I:ﬂ!ii.-
derably reduced if —

(1) processions, Jdunces, dramus

unch ddemonsteations are pro-
hilited; i

(3} posters except those men-
tioning the party and can-
didate are banned;

{3) circulation of printed matter

“ s confined only bo alection
manifestoes und appeals to
voters,

(4} the State provides public
meeting Fcilities in every

EWARAIYA, Sestember 4, 100

town panchayat with lgt
i gl loudspesker s
rungement at its oost |
allots fucilities to parties i
proportion to the  vale
polled by them in the pe
vious general election. |

Here is a grand opportinity b
veform our election methad and
we ure sure that our Prime 3 linis
ter, who is very keen on cleansing
public life, will initiate action o
this dliresction,
—R. Venkataraman
[27-8-7]

Isma nas successfully acquired a
“fracle surplus i three successive
‘months  Febmiary, March and
- April, 1976, It is u happy situstion
“luit it canmot  make us compla
“cent if we have to achieve a trade
igiirpslus for a full year in 1976-77.

From defcit o surplus has been o

long journey but it must now be

sntained by inereasing  exports
“of ‘mon-traditional  items o new
markets. Imports  of foedgrains
=and Fertilizers have slowed down
- pomsiclerahly since  January and
~had plaved an important mle in
* bringing about a trade surplus in
the months  from  February to

April. As against  this, there is
“hound to he an upsurge in the

tmprts

materials, Tndustry i Dooming ot
the rate of 10 per cent wnd this
Coatirlly entails  higher exports,
-t is almost certain that onr total
impnct hill will he  substantially
* higher, ahout Rs. 5,600 crores

108081 at comstant prices. But

pllowing Tor o merginal import of
- fpodoraing wul inllation b the
Y rate ofs sav. @ per cent o vear,
toparr import Rill i the next five
- vears will shoot up o noarly Tis
“8HN crofes. T3 et cent mors

than in 1973, It is imperative that
- we plan now so that we earn the
- necessary' foreiom exchange to pay
- for  the fmports aed  extenal
¢ deht service charges.

.Em-i of the tunncl in skghit

Exports showed an increase of
“about 114 per ceut from April 1o
* Deeember, 1975,  while imports

of machinery and maw -

PROSPERITY THROUGH EXPORTS
VIRENDRA AGARWALA s
showed a rise of 123 per cent

Exports went up from Rs 3,325.83
crares in 1974-T5 to Rs. 304162

crores in- 1975-T8.  Our share of -
workl exports declined from LO2 -
per cent in 1865 to 0.72 per cent .

in 1970 and 058 per cent in 15735,
Thizs fall in share need not cooese
undue anxiety, as the volume of
warld trade has gone up. How-

ever, in relation  to our naticnal |

income, esports mse from 42 per
cent in 1970-71 ta 6 per cent in
1975-78. In April-May 1978, ex-
|orts totalled s, T28 croves re-
oistering a-46 per (ent increase
pver those in the corresponding
poricel lnst yenr. Bub we, ns o
mation, comat  afford to remain

over-oplimistic to expect the sama

pute ol weowth fn the subseguet
10 months of the current e
AN the somme  this trend shows
- that we are coming to the el !.||
the tunnel, :

" Cotton textiles and angineering
goads

The biggest boom is likely I
tuke place in engineering geods
There is every prospect of eng-
neering exports rising by 50 pr
cont to Hs, GO0 ceores in LH7G-1i-
The growth of garments expod
over the lust few vensss has almot
Leen 100 per cent a vear and
touched  the total of Rs 18
crores lust. vear, A tarzet of Ts
2500 esoves this year I8 conlem
pluted, Cotton textile  exports in
Mareh hit an incredibly high level
cof Ms, 73 crores; which, (f repent
ed every month in 197677 woull
yield an annual total of Rs. 73
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