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YOUTHFUL
OCTOGENARIAN

Few i Inoos hove such o long
nnd  distinguished  recond of ser-
viee o the nation In such wide
il wvaried fields  of - activity
ruging from politics to literary
wirk, ndministration to  hamble
soctul sepvice amd Trom 1‘{]ilil1;|_r| bia
ermncipation of the Harijans as
the youthful octogenarian,  Sd
K. Santhonam. [t is said that a
wennan {5 only ms old o ghe Inoks
moel 1 man a5 old as he feels, It
{is Bwloed  remarkable that  Sri
| Sumthanam preserves a freshiaess
of outlook, a hireadth of vision, and
Lo mesilience of mind to new ideas
il cmmonly mssoiated  with
nvancing  ape. Endowed  with
industrions habits and an impec-
pable senso of duty, Sri Santha-
nain's - bang 'L!III:II'HI:: carcer, extend-
:inq wver three decades, has heen
ane - of  solid and  comtinanus
aehievement,

Sri Saolhunam  courted  impri-
sopsent five thnes hetween” 1930
ancd 1ML in the couse of nationol
| Jilyeration in response to Mahatma
Candhi’s call, served as a legis-
lator at the Centre for 11 years
in three spells between 1937 and
1964, functioned as Editor for 17
years of the nation's most impor-
tant newspapers like the Indign
Ezpress,  the Hinduston Times
andd  He Swoanagya, servex] as
Uniom Minister of State for Rail-
ways, Lt-Covemor of Vindhya
Pradesh, Chairman of the Finance
Commission, Chairman of l;'ﬂhrr
ceunmmitiess on cooperation; hand-
loom, ete., and also found time to
" write a dozen hooks in English,
nearly o score in Tamil and do
half & doren translations  from
Sanskrit. This sweep of activitics
Is poasible only for a person whaose
mental range s wide and deep
and whose powers of analysis are
incigive, Srl Santhanam has becen
an oulstanding  journalist of his
time, Ilis writings  have been
marked by  depth,  endition,
clarity, simplicity, objectivity, and
alumve mll, sobiricty, a unigue com-
bination of e virboes His
versalility was  truly remarkable,
e wos comally at home whether
it was a wanghty problem  of
eommnles, or 3 confuged consti-
tuthmal question, or a  tangled
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issue,  His olert and sharp mind
woull asstmilate any  subjeet,
analyse problems  and assort the
arain from the chaff with the deft-
negg of o sorgeon.  He hrnught
credit to the profession of joumal-
ism lsw his fivm, Fearless amd Frrth-
right ‘expression of views md he
seledom evaded  issnes before the
matian,

Sri Santhanam  wos o medel
legislator whn studied his papers
carcfully, did his  homework
thoroughly and  spoke effectively
without  fourish or fHambovancy.
As n member of the Constitnent
Assembly, he worked very hard,
pathered material, f.1\'_'u|].v|:-|:'h::|‘H e-
dents, prepared drafts of articles
and made a unique contribution
te the framing of the Constitution.
He come under the favourablo
riotice of both Panditji  and Sei
M. Copalaswami Iyengar during
this time and recognition followed
theongh his appointment as Union
Minister of State for Railways
and  later a5 Lt-Governor of
Vindhva Pradesh. In public life,
Sri Sapthanam  maintalned  the
higher ! rb inbegrity com-
parahle only to that of the saint]

statesman, Rajajl, whose friend-
ship and regard Sri Santhanam
enjoved] to the last. It = o pity

that his electoral reverse in 1852
deprived the Union Government
and the country of his invaluable
sorvice as g Cabinet Minister,

A scholar with a knowledge af
Spnskrit, Tamil and English,
&ri Santhanam eould turn his hand
to anything aml edify it. Trans-
Inting Kalidasa #5 na easy matter
andd 5ri Santhanam did it so well
that the Hindu, in ite review,
stated that “hath the letter and
the spirit of the originals are weell
prrisserved.”

He brought complicated ideas
of economics and politics within
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the reach of the common man in
easy intulligible Tamil. His books
Sefvam - (Wealth) on  economics
for the general reader and Rafyon
[State) on principles of pelitico
sefence nnd  State  iMustrate lus
efforts in this direction,

Above all, 5 Santhanam is a
lovable, kind and Friendly person
with “suave manners and a with-
drowing disposition. He i3 no
extrovert and  never  foreed him-
self on others. Today, he is one
of our most revered elder states-
men whise wise counsel can he of
preat nssistanee dn Bhe solation of
the harassing political ond econa-
mic 1]:r[r|_|-|PT‘|:|R. If his sagacious
pelviee is not sought, he ie not the
Inser,

On the happy  oeeasion  of his
completing 8) years of age on
Lith July 1875, we oconvey our
Test wishes for his long life, gond
health gl -|1.|_--[-f|;-r_-|_~ Tappiness in
the davs ahead,

Electronic Cardipstimulator

Moscow:  Soviet Academician,
Dr Boris Petrovsky, head of a
world major  centre  for the sor-
gery of heart, hlood vessels, hings
andd other organs, has conducted
a unigue. operation for the trans-
plamt of o radisisotope caediosti-
mulator to n patient suffering
from  transverse  heart  bundle-
Ilack, The disease brings abeit
a disruption in the functioning of
the system of self-regulation and
this resnlts in o  sharp slowing
doam of polsation.

As carly ns the 1960°s, bundle-
biock patients come to he treated
in the USSH by implanting an
electronic stimulator.  Since ﬁ-u:n,
more than 3060 operations have
been performed. However, the
time functioning of the clectronic
stimlatar  i5 limited to bwve or
twes anel a half years,  After this
the power source batlery has of
necessity o be replaced and that
means the patient  will havoe te
uncdergs another operation.

As noresnlt of eollabesration Lwet-
weoen scientlsts and  engineers, o
now  cardiostimualator with  radios
isntopes has been evolved. The
device works on plutoninm i
aned can keep going for 10 vears,
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“Now coull  withdew  your Y
hefore  five  yesrs losdvgy  imberest, |t
thew. in proctice, i fkes five veors for
us o coimplete the fomoablties 1o [aay
you. back . . "
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Fower Boards should be ableto do
Quite prscise Pert Chart planning.
There is the nightmare of resoufce
constraints—that have held up oves-
all planning in India. Therefare, itis
warth the while of our Planning
Commission to concentrate on a
master plan for powar generation—
and declare a holiday in regard
'o all other angles of planning—:o
consolidate the existing gains,
Thaere can be no mora economicaliy
satisfying objective, than to aperate
our present installed capacity in
industry—both in the public and
private sectors—to optimum points,
without flagging our machines.
That way wa shall produce mare
goods, generate mare  public
revenues, plough back mare funds,
employ more people in the tertiary
and service sectors. expor norg
goods and mitigate inflation.  How
S00n we can implement this objec-
tive hinges & great deal on how
soon we can lay the spectie of
power inadequacies. Let us hope
those who are at the jub will
deliver the goods. There is reasan
to believe they will. There must
be the will-starting from the Union
Ministry of Power, the CW.P.C.
the C.EA, the Planning Commis-
sion and the State Boards, The
lack of will at any one level can
prove the tenuous link that can
Break the chain, Is this too much
to ask for—that after 25 years of
Planning—we operate our collac-
tive will, infarmed by the collective
wisdom that trials and errors over
the same pariod have garnered for
all those engaged in this sublime
effort 1o build this crucial item of
our infra-structure ?

power shortage for 4 to 5 years.
Soon after, the said Minister un-
buckled his seat-belt and ralin-
guished office.

Thare are zome monetary experts
who estimate that about 20 it
cent of the inflation that occurrad
in 1974 (27 to 30 per gent) eould
be confidently put down to foss
of production followin poer
cuis in the countty, while about
B0 per cent could be ascribed 1o the
oil crisis and the balance 20 pef cent
to conventional factors like maney
supply, excessive inventofies and
hoarding. Thosa who  were
obliged to cut back on installed
Capacity becausze of reduced power
supplies and to lay off warkers, can
testify to the scale of economic
wasie aad human distress to which
they wera constrained to contribute,

Croation of Additional Capacity

How militant and practicable
are current efforts to improve power
generalion? How purposeful is
Centra/State/Power  Bog e co-
ordination in creating fresh genera-
tion capacity 7 Has any effort been
made 0 #ssess up-and-coming
installed capacity in industry and
in particular power-intenaive Indos-
ries like caustic seda—in tarms
of what additional powar thay
would consume—sc that power
planning does not run inta quick-
sands a second time in five years ?
While it is correct to admit that fewer
than 25 per cent of Industrial
licences sre eves transformed into
installed capacity, it iz indiscreet
and risky for power-planners to
under-estimate the energy needs
of industries under econstruction
of paised to ga into stream. Indead,
taking caustic soda licencas alone,
even if 30 per cent of issued
licences resiult in consuming cells,
we shall need a sizable enhance-
mant al energy supplies,

Ordering out of generation aeLlig-
ment #nd of transmission mate;ial
must be dovetailed properly, so that
inventory imbalances and delayed
trangmissions of energy producaed
do not supervene, Thanks to finan-
cial difficulties ar suppliers’ proh-
lems. Power Boards have, in past
years, held unbalanced inventorias,
of which little was known outside.

With a domestic organization of -

the size and versatility of B.H.E.|
operating creditably and a wide
range of supplying industries that
hawe enhanced insrallad capacity,
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POWER SHORTAGE
(Continned from page 4)
has been, that the Boards will have

funds te put up one project, whars
they could have put up  thras,

the ratio being influenced by bath

erosion of wiability of particular
projecis and their swolten COSiE

Plea to put up Taorifls

Today, Electricity Boards—whaose
published balance-sheets disclose
theil state of steep indebtedross
to the State Goveinments, illiguidity
and everall unprofitability of apera-
tions—have been asked by the
Centie and the Planning Commis-
sion to put up tariffs, 1o tone ug
their profitability and also 10 improve
their liquiclity and thus to lean less
heavily on  Central subveritions,
The rates at which power is sup-
piied to agriculture  aee whally
unrelated to the avesall powe
generation costs and the losses are
sought 1o be subsidized by
enhanced incusteial tariifs, Politi-
cal overtones have applied closure
o the debate on  agriculiersl
tariffs, Antithetically, the ides tha
the Power Boards must aim at g
return on cepital autlays, which have
some  parity  with current  bank
interest rates, has been implanted
in the minds of Power Board
Chiefs recently. Ironically, this
bright sungestion has come at a
fime. when over a quinguennizm,
ihere has bean a 150 ta 200 pEt
cant increass in the capital cast of
projects, The idea, say. of 11 or 12
Per cont returm on  capital laid oul
today on a project, is the same a
a 22 or 24 per cent return on tha
capital invested on a similar-sized
project five years ago—which &
wholly unrealistic, because 1o

Bchisva this, tariffe will have 1o be -

put up 1o levels that might squats
them with diesel-generated [roeean
costs. The consumer of goods

will bacoms  (he whipping-boy

again—through enargy costs swal-
ling ex-factory prices.

Inclia Is payifig & heavy price fu
inaction under tha Planning Com.
mission’s vigilant eye aver 8 fou
vear period, Lord Byron, it &
said, woke up ong fine morning 1
lind himself famaus, Similatly, the
country found  itself ane  fing
mofing suddenly shart of PowE
with the Unian Minister for Powes
mustering the courage to say tha
we shall have to bite the hullat o




