ST A, March 19, 1978

WORLD HINDU
CONFEREMNCE

Tue Hmoo religion and culture
have .=.|:||.'F'.|||:] meross  the remotest
corners of the workl [rom pre-
histori times  and  evidenca of
such diffusion as avadlable in all
parts of the !._.1_'|q:l|:-|=. W I‘arn:lglll
out by [ Lokesh Chandm ot the
Waorld Hindu Conference held st
week at Dharmaprakash, Madeas,
under the angust anspices of
His Haolimess _|Ll| akgtnr Sri
Jayeidra Saraswathi Swamigal of
Konchi Kamaokoti- Peetom, 1r
Lokesh Chandra cited customs of
Trwdemeesio aned _|;|]:|._111 refecting the
infuence of Hindu colture and the
tradlition of H.g.-rrl.:'rqr_llm in the Mear
and Far East in' support of his
thesis.  Hinduizgm has  spread
during  historie intp coun-
fike Cambodia,
Indonesta and Se Lanka  and
Himdn  cultore  i5 1'|:r|.'~i€!:|'-.l!:|. ik
those parts even today, [n recent
centuries, Hindus have migratesd
by Soath Abrica, Maoritios, !'I|lI
West dndies and =0 on for econo-
mic reasons ond  have  settled in

times

Thailan:d,

tries

their places of employment as
citizens thereof. The Ffacility of
modern ommumnications has

helped the process and it i no
exaggeration to say that there are
clusters of Hindus in almast every
country in the world,

It is the hobit of Hindas o
carry their religion and  cultara

wherever ':||-!",. oo ,lll-:] |,r1.l iy PR
serve them as l.lr FiT; 'I||e'1.. can in

the environment and  cireum-
stamees in which IF'-l,-'!_'_u are |_;||i|.LHE-.|’|.
e life of o Hindu s incomplete
witlsout te:||1515|’1 '.'.-'I_ITHF}-fp ond ol-
servance of rituals and  Festivals.
Trelividual  Frjd rooms,  Bhajon
parties for congregational prayers
and celebrations of festival E|.1.'l.'
wre some  of  the ways l.hrmlp;h
which they find expression of their
religions fervour,

While the Hindus in the neigh-
ouring conntries like  Malaysia
and Sri Lanka have put up tem-
les long ago, o wave of enthusi-
wsm for l":e\.l:I.|:-|i.'&||i||J_rI T8 IP.'|'|'|1'|'|EE
is spreading in Western countries

also.  The projected temples at
Pittshurg, MNew York and the
Lendon Muorugan  temple  are

instances of such religious revival.
Though it iz possible for Hindus
abroad to get published works of
saints and scholors and hear some

-
]

of the visiting men of learning,
they do not have constant com-
munication and touch either with
the Hindus in other parts of the
world or with the Hindus in their
homeland. It is, therefore, of
grest sipnificance that the Hindus
trom dilterent countries have met
in o conference under the august
presence of His Holiness  Jagat-
purnt S5 Jayemden  Saraswathi
Swnmig;ﬂ tia I'I.i:ﬂl_'lll!iﬁ ||Jfﬂ:rﬂ:'|ul|.}'
among  themselves  their  needs,
desires and aspirations,  This con-
ference was unigque in the sense
that it had no  president (though
for various discources there were
adl heo chairman), no fxed agenda,
no- resolution  and no wuelesens
and petitiong 1o he presented to
anyone. A true  exchange of
|!||-::l||_|g]:|l'\_-, aned deleas in g free atmos-
E:lu*ne- of  mutual ||||||-ﬂ'|1|:'|:u[]:|L'l'T
and cooperation was the |||5.,|||I"]:|.
of this meeting, Visiting Hindus
from Inclonesia,  Kewait,  Mari-
tius, Ellrlg.ill_".'-c:lrl'-'l South Afsicn and
S Lanks, while fully realizing
that thev are ||.;'|r§|,|:||:|:|'$ af their
respective countries, regard India
as thair spiritual homea amd want
the mother country to lemd mei-
dance il pssistance  in their
endeavoir to preserye and foster
Hindu religion, its precepts and
practices.  For instance, theey weant
to have men versed in the perfor-
mance of Pujg and  Ageme for

{I:'.'nrlmlrrrfd oh prge 20
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