—_ —

A, August 23, 1575

[REIKH AUJIBUR RAHMAN

Tie civiLizen world will be
|incked at the killing of the
| Bemgabandhn”  Sheikl Mujibur
lahman, the father of indepen-
(gt Bangladesh, in the early
| boirs of August 15, when we were
glting |, ready  to  celebrate  our
dependence Day.  After gra-
duating from the Islamia College,
Caleutta, Mujiby was initiated into

Wuslim  League  polities by
IL & Subrawardy., Though asso-
dited for a short spell with

Nethaji in EB41 for tha remaval of
e msulting monument o the
Mack Hole of Caleutta” _".II|ji|:l
everted to League politics and
vorked  keenly for a separate

Pukistan. Drisillusionment, how-
oer, ciarme - to lim. when West
Pakistan: imposed Urdn on the

fengali-speaking  East Pakistanis
ol hegun o dominate  the life
sl economy of the latter, He
s arrested for leading a group
ol Daecea  University students
sganst the imposition of Urdi and
s began his life in juil which
was to last for a total period of ten
wrs,  After release, Mujih he-
ame a symbol of protest uf:ii::.x!
e domination of West Pakistan
axl an emblemy of equal rights for
Exst Pakistan with West Pakistan
| He was in the forefront of the
truggle for equality and by sheer
bard work in educating the people,
his party, the Awami L.c..‘lp;:e, Wl
in 1970, 169 seats ount of 313 seats
in the Pukistan Nationol _g\sseml:-r}',
chuding nearly 100 per.cent of
e sents in East Pakistan, Instead
calling on  Sheikh Mugjibar
Bahmon o foem the national
Lovernment or conceding greater
mtonomy - to. East  Pakistan, the
dictitor,  Yahya Khan, ordered
the detention of the leader, who
had an  absolute mal'u-n'tl-,- in the

National Assemnbly  and also o
militory  cmckdown  on hig fol-
bwers, as  “separatists”. Mujils

w1 tried and sentenced to death
i secrel by a military court. Like
e British who built a halo round
o national  leaders  through
mpression let loose in the “Ohuit
belia™ movement, President Ya Wi
Mun made Mujil the Tera il

e dilisl  of Hungladesh by his
barsh  and  repressive  military
mtion, The  freedom movement

wns bom in Enst Pakistan under
the name of Mukti Bahini,
Meanwhile, the atrocities com-
mitted by the Pokistani  army
drove thousands aned thirusands of
refugees [rom East' Pakistan to the
Indian borders and the Covarmn-
mgnt of India had to undertake tha
Iw:u-}- burden of feeding and
looking after o million re g oeE,
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Open war broke out between the
Mubkti Balini, the Freedom forces,
and the Indian forces, on the one
gide and the ruthless Pakistani
army, on the other, cansing un-
told misery to the people of East
Pakistan, - The war ended on 17th
December 18971 and  Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, like many other
eondemued  prisoners in history,
marchad on trumph into a frés
and independent  Bangladesh, »
dream dear to his  heart.. He
became the first  Prime Minister,
promised  parliamentary  demo-
cracy, fubdamental rights to eiti-
zens and an independent judiciary,
After o shark period, however, the
Sheikh Inst those ideals and o
25th January 1975 changed the
Constitation, jntroduoce onE-party
aystem, appointed Ministers of his
owm personal choice, curbed the
anthority of the Supreme oot
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to enforce fundamental rights of
citizens and in ~ September 1873
sliggolved the  daily

anel maguazines except those which
were the mouthpiece of the Goy-
ernment, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
paserted that these changes wers
necessary to ent “anarchy and
lack of discipline”™ and also to

prevent the being reduced
to & mation of be The Shaikh
also felt that amentary demo-
cracy of the Westminster
h:nd{d to delay economic deve-
lopment and the process of
recnnstriction,

History has ed, time and
again, that dem e provides for
a smooth change of leadership and
policies which are brought about
anly by violenee in other politicul
systems. It is too  early to say
whether the new Bangla Govern-
meent s a change only of
leadership or of policies, hut it iz
unfortunate that a change, if it
wiis necessary at all, has had to he
effected by violence and killing.

PHICE TRENDS

Tae mwoex of wholesale prices
{base 1961-62:100) touched the
penk fgure of 3304 in September,
1874, Since then it has been moving
dewn nh*?ﬂ'ny reaching 3158 in
January 1973; 3135 in February;
308.4 in March and S08.6 in April.
But this welcome and encouraging
trendd was reversed when on 3lst
May, 1975, the wholesale index
rose again to 312 * and came down
mlg mnI;imll;r on 21st June 1875
to S1LT.F As a result, the whole-
sile index at the end of June 1873
reverted almost to” January 1975
level after dipping for three suc-
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cessive months,  This inlly
explains why the cloes
not feel that there is a downward
trend in prices,

There is also another reason
why the downward trend is not
felt by the people. The prices
are, by and large, higher thon
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satisfoction from  mere !hltl'sl:i:J;
trends, The All-India overage
consumer price index for indue
triol  workers  (base: 1960 10F
touched the peak figure of 335
Deteber 1974 aod  has been falk
img - simee  then, The Consume
Price Iudes stood at 320 in Jar
wary 1975, 325 in February anl

Tane A

(Index number of whelesale prices)
(196]1-62—100) L

January 1975 4158 — Jonodary 1974 L 2112
Felwuary 185 — Feleuary Zvaa
March 084 — March 214
April AEE — Al bl 2
May 41, 1676 4120 — May 2853
Jume 21, 1873 BILT — Jumn Q060
- Tame B
(Consumer price index numbers for industrin] workers)
(1000 ; —100)
All-Iratin
Jomaary 1075 32 — Jonoary 1974 L a4
Fehrary J2F  —  Folwsay 267
March 631 — Murch 75
April 823 = Apail 253
May 927 — May &M
Jume ' — —  June Gl
July — = July a1l
those prevailing at about the sams 321 i Mards. However, the
time last year, and by comparison, index rose again to 323 fn Aprd

it does not reveal that the prices
have hecome lower. For instunce,
Tuble A ubove pgives the index
numbers of wholesale prices from
January to  June, 1 : “iith thia
correspandin ares for Janu
to June, 1974, It will be |mtl~$
that the prices in 1875 have con-
tinued to ba highaf:;}:him the cor-
responding fgures for the previous
A ui?lmﬁeﬁed in the cost
of living, one does not  derive

HELSINKI SUMMIT . . .

on and all that the
Declaration does is W' adopt cer-
tain “princi which are all of
m significance, guiding their
uP:u relations.” R

The Declaration is an efort at
regulating the cold war amidst the

held in 1813 arrived at an accord
on the legitimacy of the European

e

Stute system. The Helsinki Con-
ference will do no  more than
record their acquiescence in it
while pledging to ease its rigours.
Thi crucial problems which ean
pose o threat to the order will
remain,  As President Ford said
on August 1, the last day of the
Conference: " History will judge
this conference ot what we
sy todsy but what wa o
tomorrow—not by the promises
;.ra make but by the promises we
B &
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and repched 327 in May, | the
going  higher  thon  even the
jummrFLIH G figures, In this cos

corresponding figures fur
1874 are moch loweer, as set aut
in Table B above,

In wiew of the reverse trend
May 1975 hoth in the  wholesal
ane the consumer price fndices, it
is difficult to say that the prics
Iehaviour  has uniform
taking o downwoard  trend,
Pt cam bee said now at this st
i that while the indices of whole:
siale prices and consumer prios
have been rising  month by
month in 1974, they have shown &
tenclency to come down in 150
and that iF the trend continus,
we may end the year (1975) wik
comparatively lower prices the
those obtaining in December 1571

® Finonoid Express, doted 68271975
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