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Mr, SPEAKER

Alr Bali Ram Blagat, who has
been elected Speaker of the Lok
Sobha, brings to Lear in the dis-
charge of Ltﬂ duties of the high
olfice, a vast and varied ex|eri-
fnca ol a comparatively voung
age.  Fifty-three-year-old  Bhagat
Was an octive  participant in the
it-India™  movement and a
leader of the All-India Students’
Congress. He came to the Provi.
sional Parliament in 1950 ut the
mge of 28 amd hax stayed in the
Lok Sabha ever since. That be
has been returned to the Lok
Sabha in all the five General
Elections is a tribute to his dedi-
cation to the service of his people
and his immense popularity, alr
Bhagat soon made & mark by his
valuslle contribution to economic
andl finuncial guestions in Parlia-
ment and Dr C. D, Deslunukl,
the then Finance Minister, who
had an eye for picking up talent,
$o0n took him in his Ministry as
Farliamentary Secretary, Given an
spportunity, Mr Bhagat showed
bis mettle and rose to all the posi-
tions in that Ministry short of
beading it. He served as Minister
i the Ministry of External Afairs
md led the Indian delegation to
the UN, General Assembly.

Therealter, he rose to Cabinet

rink a5 - Minister in charge of
Foreign Trade, which position he
held il 1971. My Ehagal ntten-
o several I'I'|rEr||||.l;i|:;||1.'ﬁ confer-
enees like UNCTAD and ECAFE,
Calmmbo Plan, IMF, Asian Deve-
lopment Bank, ete., and :Ll-.vn[','ﬂ
aciuitted  — himsell  ereditably.
With his long parlismentary ex-
perience, a genial temper and per-
somtl charm, he will undoubtedly
make good as the Speaker. He
can be trusted to hold the scales
even between the Covernment
amad the Opposition and maintain
the highest  traditions of the
Speaker of the Mother of Paslia-
ments,

The Speaker, on election, coases
to be o partyman amd becomes
the custodian of the rights and
privileges of the House. He can

neither allow. the Government to
take the House for granted nor
the Opposition  to diseupt  the
functioning  of  democeacy by
ohstruction.  Had the Beitish con-
vention of not contesting  the
Speaker's geat and of re-electing
the Speaker heen adopted in
India, the institution wonld have
developed on the right lines gnd
led to better traditions. Unfortu-
unhelﬁ', electoral contest  for
Speaker's. seat had driven the lot-
ter to the necessity of seeking
party support and hid roused the
susplcion of leanings townards it
By the same token, the Speaker
should not seek  op aceept any

pelitical office if the Oppositin
should have confidence  in [vis
Fairmess sl impartiality.  The

practice of Speakees transmuting
themselves into ministerial officds.
however well they may deserve ir,
is not in the best interest of parlia-
mentary. democracy, The Spenker,
like Claesay’s wite, should be
above suspicion and that he will
e, only i} it is known that he is
beyond  temptation,  We hpve
every confidence that Mr Bhaeat
will set a shining example s
Speaker, not only dn the comduct
of the business of the House, hut
also in maintaining  the higliest
traditions of that preat office,

THE SAGE OF KANCHI
(Continted from precious page)

fing free [rom  mind  starts with
kanng-anushithauma # Whether we

an answer to these guestions
e pot, it ir ungoestionsd  that
this foremost of Jfnaning, who is
beyond all rules and rituals, is the
most meticulous  follower of the
dos and dont's of our Dharma
shastray,

CRicE ABOUNDING

Don't, for a moment, imagine
that His Holiness, willingly sub-
mitting himself to the rigour and
in'gulu' of  scriptural rules, is

mmune to love. Far from ji.  He
B nothing  but love. A rugged

Ntee in hs disciplines, the tree is

evr pmitting  forth  the tenderest
shouts of love, compuassion, symn-
plly, intimacy, mercy and grace
sounding. In fact, he is a stand-
mg bestimony o the troth that if

oy the dictates of our shastras
are rightly understond and ohser-
ved, a society based on them will
be the very heaven of amity and
mmity, as it really had been for
ages in our Bharats Varsha.,  For,
above all the do's and dont's
of the seriptoeal laws His Holl-
ness i living  those great do's
which are “His -Rules” according
to Jeshin Wesley (and ulso .'LL'EE_:J'EE
ing to our Lshis with their refrain
ol Loka-sangraha) :

Do all the good you can

By oll the means you can

I all the ways you con

T all the places yon gan

At all the times you con

To all the people you can

Ax long as ever you con

Lawe s his religion, ns any poligion
wiirtly its name is,

Hindwism, with ahimsg os its
first law among the Seadhaarang

—

BEharmas, is certainly the relipion
of love. Different sehools sprang
within its fold. The wise ones
allowed for this as snother factor
helping the “Coherent heteroge-
neily”,  Anyhow, in the Hux of
time there are periods when the
harmonions spirit permenting the
diversity is Jost upen an ununder-
standing people, and bigotry and
mutual recriminations become the
marks of religiosity. A stage is
renched, when o the werds of
Swift "We have just enough reli-
gions to make us hate, hut not
eiwmgh o make us love one
mother™.  When  the  erisis s
reached, the Cosmie Mind throws
out the Great Unifiers, His Holi- |
ness comes in that hallowed line,
Many “are the schemes pilotecl iy
him for  bringing  together the
mintually hickering sects of Hindu-
istn.  Through the Yyasa Blorata

iConttaved on page 8




