SWARAIYA, Aprll 3, 1OTH

INIFO-STI LANKA MARITIME
AGREEMENT

Iv 15 o vmeeeritten v of inter-
mational relations that barring a
few  exceptions,
enemies. Lisputes over bomlary,
comtrol  of resources,  inter-State
walirrs, viakilion of iibr=spaee il
Ishing rights provide everowviden-
ing areas of condlict. The collec-
tive wisdoin of the wordd has not
been ohle to fidd a solution to
the conflicting cliims ever the sen
aiil the Conference on the Law
il Seax is no neaeer agreement in
apite of several meetings  than
when it started several years ngu.
While maritime Powers have been
grudging with the limit of na-
tionel sovereignty  over the sea
and insisting on a three-mile and
siv-mile limit, others have plead-
ed for a 200-mile economic juris-
diction over the resources under
the sea, The conflict between Ice-
knd and  Britain  over fishing
rights in the North Sen has been
raging for a number of years and
the relationship hoas been serious-
Iy damsged.

In  the welter of conflicting
cliims, n solution of the sea boin-
dary between two countries  as
close as 15 miles of esch other is
o easy matter. Even if the 12-

neighbonrs are

mile jurisdiction generally o .
el were to be applied to the
Indo-Sri Lauka aren, thers will
be overdapping and conflict. The
foundation  for  improvement in

the relations betwean the two
countries was  laid when Prime

Minister Lal Bahadur agreed to

the repatriation of persons of
Indian origin on a phased pro-
gramme under certain conditions.
Fhe next major step was taken
when, in accordonee with a line
druwn from an agresd meridian,
the tiny nnluh.-ﬂbn't:d igland of
Kachathiva fell within Sri Lanka
wone, the Prime Minister, Mrs,
Indirn  Gandhi, gracefully con-
ceded  the island  reserving the
right of Indian people to visit the
island during the annaal festival,
With the signing of the present

a
EgrEErnm1t, the  maritime  houn-
ary between Indin and Sl

Lanka stamds  settled along  the
entire length, Henceforth, the two
eountries will be entitled to axer-
cise the fullest sovereignty over
their side of the boundaries in-
clnding fishing, nil exploration.
ete. However, as a pesture of
goodwill to S Luanka, the Gov-
ernment of India has agreed to
allow fishing rights at the exist-
ing  level in the area  within
Indlia’s jurischietion, for a period
of three years,

The Indo-Sri Lanka agreement
marks the triumph of bilateral
negotiations  over  multi-literal
comventiong sought to be foroed
under intemational  anspices, It
should, therefore, lead 1o many
guch mutual agreements narrow-
g dovwn the diferences angd con-
flicts to the sxtent possible. It also
proves that given goodwill on Lath
sides, no international problem s
beyond  bilateral  solution,  India
hag demonstroted her willingness
to solve the cotstanding problems
with her neighbours and to build
harmemions  relotions with them.
Will other neighbours seize  the
opportinity  and  emolate  the
expmple  set by the  Inda-Sri
Lankn agreement?

(Continued from previeus pege)

last hydro power unit was com-
missioned ot Kodayar in 1971 In
the Last few years, there has been
a lull in hydro resources develop-
ment, a5 several of the smetioned
hydro power plunts have not been
taken up. In the last four decades
we were able to set up ouly 17
conventional hydro stations total-
ling 1,224 MLV, and so setting up
angther 1000 M.W. in conven-
tional frm kL capacity in this
Stabe will md"l-iﬂ;ﬂw ﬁa}:lmdm
A large peaking capacity can be
fuickly set up anly hy prnmped
storage stations,

There is an unfortunate conlkro-
versy aiil re-thinking oo the sanc-
tioned Kadambarai pumped stor-
age project. In the coming years,
mcluding  the ecoming  summer
months of this year, the State
would be sulferiug from  serious
shortage of peaking capacity, and
it is mecessary that all the sanc-

tioned liyidro and pumped storage
peaking stations are taken up for
execution  and  completed  as
urgently ns fensible.
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Even with the ”ang restric-
tions on  agricaltural  pompsets
andl  wvarigus  other peak hour
restrictions  on industries, the
minimum night demand i3 going
down to about 30 per cent of the
iy peak demand with a load face-
tor varying between 70 and 75
per cent.  Due to relatively higler
cost of power in Tamil Nadu come
pured  with the neighbouring
Stutes, power intensive industries
will not eome up in large mumbers
in this State. The largest possible
employment and economic poten-
tiul has to be developed with the
wvailalyle efr. Engineering
type of Industries saited to such
needs necessarily creata o larger
day peak and have a greater
future in this State, The State is

ilso devoid of large surfoce water
potential and subsoil underground
waker have to e tapped for meet-
ing  the fmigation and drinking
watter needs, Several more lakhs ol
pumpsets creating the prolilem of
high day peak will be coming up
in the State in the coming years.
Al these situations point to the
fact that we not emly need to
develop the bolanee of smoller
hydre resources, but also put up
i few large pumped storage hydroe
plants to mect the peaking needs.

The Seuthern Reglonal Electri-
gity Board is the best operating
Regional Board in lndia doing
consitlerable  inter-change  of
powar  hetween the eonstituent
States, The power generation
pm]grummnas are capital - intensive
with long gestution periods, Elec-
tricity 15 also o Stote  subject.
Hence, we copmob  expect  the
Stabes to publ up power 1‘|:|:'|1'|h to
meet  the permanent oeelds  of




