AFYA, March 8, 1

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Jndiciary  in  India, barring
exctptions, has  maintoined e
bighest traditions of erudition,
iitegrity and independence it had
inherited from the British juacli-
iary, in spite of several uttempted
intronitls - fnko  its authority, The
recent decision  of the Bombay
High Court clarifying the limits
of censorship in ai emergency is
vel muother vindicsition of the
right to legitimute dissent aud
critivism  within ~ Jimits, The
Special Press Adviser to the Maha-
rishtra Government, by his order,
dated 15th July, 1975, prrobilsited
the publicution of & number of
articles  and  reports totalling
eleven by the monthly journal,
Frevolom First, edited by the well-
kuvwn political firure, writer wd
thinker, Mr Minoo Masani, A saimst
the said order, Mr Masani B ad g
writ in the Bombay High Court,
whigch, afber dye consiceration,
accepled the petition sl issed
directions  to the Special  Press
Adviser to  witlulraw the order
prohibiting the publication of the
vontested articles wul reports
to torbear from implementing it.

Iu appeal by the Special Press
Adviser tw the Division Bencl of
the High Court, the Judges up-
el the decision ippeated against
i all but two articles and dealt
elaborately with the right of legiti-
male critivism, the limits to the
powers of the Ceonsor s (he
principles goveming  the free-
dom ol information in an emer-
pency. The [udement, which rons
to 230 rges, ollers a lertile feld
For :ilud‘_'.' in depth of one of the
highly cherished rights of man.
At the outsel, the High Conrt
clarified that on the proclamation
of emergency, the fundamental
right, namely, freedom of expres-
sion, snaranbesd  nder  Adicle
19 1) of the Coustibution, has mob
been abrogated, but that the State
hias been empowered tn pass a low
or like executive action abeidging
such right.  The Court further ob-
served  that  the  Defence  amd
Internal  Security  of Incin  Act
itsell. postulates that e ery il lin-
Rty or person acting in pomsiamce
of the Act “is to interfere with the
orlinary wocations of life and
enjoyment of property us little as
may be” consonant with the Puir-

s of emsuring public sufety anl
interest and the defence of Tdia
and  civil  defence amed  internal
security.  From thesa premises,
the Judges held that the Consar
shonledl not sxercise his [rwers s
a5 to force opinfous i contformity
with the party in power, that criti-
cism aned disapproval of measures
initinted Ly the authority  mauke
for a healthy chmate und that o
elissent, disapproval or criticism is
coniched in strong langnage is no
gramdd for hanning ite pahlication,
At the same time, the Court
bilanced its nlservations, with o
sharp reminder that there are Trer-
missible limits to dissent amd dis-
opproval  and  that such  dissent
and disapproval cannot take the
form  of Incitement o reviohi-
tinnary or subversive activities, as
it would then, instead of serving
demacracy, destroy if,

The, judgment is important not
a5 astutement of any new prin-
ciple but as o waming to the over-
zealots  censors  who  out-herod
Héroel in the discharge of their un-
donbtedly delicate fusk. By try-
g to stifie legitimate crificism,
they neither carry out the policy
of the Prime Minister, who has
repeatedly gone on record as wel-
coming fair and constructive criti-
tism, nor subserve the interests of
the nation, The denial of finfr-
mation may lead o errors of judg-
ment wd  the  exposure =
tukes wd hardships at the early
sluge may avedd wnpleasant  ex-
plosions  later . Muothing i
gained from hearing the pale
weho of one's own v , e brom
an artificial chorus call o order.
Suciety jwozresses only wilh ex-
change of ideas, diferent From wd
even conflicting with each other.
The judgment, ocoming al o tme
when the Prime Minister has ex-
pressed herself firmly on relaxing
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the emergency, should help specd
i the process,

Mu K. C. REDLIY

Death has taken toll of ane e
pre-Indepesdence  veteran  whn
dedicated his entive life 10 e
service of the people and the
mution.  Me Chengalearovn Redy,
u graduate feom  Pachaivapp's
umr Madras Law Cellege, was one

of the hwdding orators of the-

YAMLA, during his stuclest livs,
The early dnclication of his Hair
for leadership was fully el
in- lis liter life when, ‘o et
to the State, he became the Presi-
dent of the Kolar District B,
Fresiddent of the Kolar Gold Fields
Workers' Ui, President of 1he
Pradesh Congress Committes, e,
He was one of the leaders win
F]_JI:E'LT-|'|EJH|1:E[ the  feeedom Iy e
ment in o Mysore  State and  sul
fered net anly dmprisonment bt
even physical” infury i the cain-
paign.  ARler  Inclependence, Ay
Redidy's ubilities were [olle ot
lezed i the service of the nation.
As Chief Mindster of Mysore, M
Reddy made o mark that canght
the eyes of the Prime Miniser
which led to the entristmicnt of
rexponsibilities at the Centre, ever
though he T stood “and won
electinns to the State Assemblv in
952 1t was during Mr Redihs
berm as Minister for Proeloction
that the giant public sector [ara-
jects like the Doregapur, Ronekel:
aml Bhilal Steel, Hewvy Flectri-
cals, Bhopal, ete., were initiled
Mr Rﬂ]:]_!.-' meoved] feam Procdiction
to Warks and Housing Minisin.,
which he directed  #ill 1060 il
from there to Commerce Miiste
which Te served 1l 1983, \[r
Reddy was appointed Governor of
Madhva Pradesh in 1985 aod 1ie
retired £y 1971,

Loaking hack at the lmng -
brken public career of success
extending over four decales. nne
is Impressed with Me Reddv's -
blemished  record  of integrity,
whicli, ‘alas, “nalv a ilecrensing
number  of  politicians  possess
today.  Soft-spoken and  simple,
Mr .H{"'l.ltl‘-' wias o broe Couwlhiom
anel was responsible Tur the fntro.
chaction of Prohilsiting in :'|.|:|_:-i|':||'|_'\l
State. A man of rare personl
charm_ Mr Reddy Fud a Lrge ¢ir-
cle of friends H'ITHII;L{!HIIH the comm-
try,  May his soul rest in pegee!




