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CHOU EN-LAI

Few men have dominated the
wrld scene for over half a cen-
by as the Chinese Promier,
lr Chou En-lal, whose demise at
the age of 71 oecurred recently,
Though  hailing from an ancient
manitarin family, Chou * declas-
ml” himself and became an
wrredited leader of the prole-
farian.  revolution and  worked
waselessly for the establishment
of the communist regime in China.
% Premier and Number Two in
Chinese hierarchy, Chou oceupied
I umigue position which was never

iled at any time. Known to
ke world as a pragmatist, Chou
brgely shaped the Chinese poli-
ies within the framevwork of the
pinciples laid down by Mao

[se-tung who was and still con-
tmsies to be the fountain-head and
murce of Chinese policy, China
earnedd respect and attention when
sie thwarted the U.N, forces in
korea and  achieved a  stale-
mate in that region. Chinese mili-
try strength as a factor in Asia
mme to be recognized and  her
moperation  became vital for the
]thl.l“—l:h'um settlgment. Eh?u
En-lui's icipption  in the
Ceneva plﬂ:ﬂ{rnftpl:um on Indo-
China in 1954, enhanced his as
well as China's status further. The
Bandung  Conference of Afro-
Asian countries in 1955 improved
(hou En-lai’s image, prestige and

standing-in the world, Along with
Pandit Nehru, Chou endorsed the
five principles of intemational
relations  known  as  Panelhi-sheel
which is now accepted az the
basic code of inter-governmental

conduct, Dueine  all this kirne,
China was an_ally of the Soviet
Uniom and a friend of India and
an inveterate enemy of the Wes-
tern world headed Ty the United
States. But events took a differ-
ent tum  very soon,  The un-
shakeable alliance cast in unbreak-
able metal  between the Soviet
Union and China snapped and
the ideological differences de-
generated into an uneasy at
the horders.  India-China brother-
hood evaporated,  Followed by a
physical assault over a  dispute
relating to No-man's land, embit-
tering the feelings between the
two countries,  Ching became an
ally and a friend of a member of
SEATO, an organization against
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which the non-aligned eountries
ranged themselves with {deologi-
cal Fanaticism, Finolly, the age-
old hostility of China to the
Unite Shltulxms dissolved inta
ing-pong diplom anel o poti-
Eca fﬂtgau—#rgta'. 1]I'e:-r“rr"r"h-:tl1e:|- ltha
Chinese  honeymoon  with  the
United  States s transcient or
permunent, one cannot  predict

with any degree of cestainty hut’

s long ‘as it Insts and so long as
the Big Powers talk to each other
insteacl of talking at each other,

there is hope for peaceful settle.

ment of waorll issues. :

On the home-front, the Chinese
Achministrution has emerged as a
nation  self-sufficient in food and
self-reliant in  industrial produoe-
tion and technology. The coun-
trv's  emergence as a  nuclesr
Power has added a new dimension

to the halance of power in the |

workl, These are some of Chou's
eontributions to the world events
of the lnst guarter of a century,
It will be too much to expect that
the replacement of Chou from the
soeme will have a serious impact
on Chinese policies, On the other
hand, the party machine will pick
upr ome who will GE inta the pesi-
Lion and carry  out its behests,
Unless there is a change in the
Chinese atbitude towards India, a
mere change of personnel gives
little. hope of restoration of sor-
malcy hetween the two countries.

(Continued from precious page)

sate here the present views. The oldest of the foar
i the western, Work on it was started by Vikrama
Chola and leted Kulothumga IL Credit for
the' north should alsg divided between the two
monarchs, Kulothunga II and Krishsadevaraya. It

the eastern tower. Kopperunjinga added the super-
structure, which was renovated late in the eighteenth
wntiury by Fachaivappa Mudaliar’s mother-in-law.
The southern gopurs was erected by Kopperunjinga.

The towers are works of art. * They scintillate
with Middle Chola brillince in sculpture, - The
mages in the niches are bold and striking, breathing
the certitude and prosperity of the times. Their
conography is of surpassing interest, particularly
the dance mer These illustrate the fact that the
Tammil artist of the past often went to Lis scriptures
b subjects. The makers of Mahabalipuram illus-
trated episodes from Bharavi's Kiratarjunigam and
fom the Devi Mahatmymm. The Chola twellth ced-
by was exceptionally rich in literature, Triblu-

B believed that the former also esected the base of .

vanam  illustrates Kambar, and  Chidambaram
Bharithn.

The, shrine of the Goddess is big enough to be
considdered a temple.  Probably begun by Naraloka-
virm, it was completed in the next century under
Kulothunga 1IL It has, or had, some old paintings
on the ceiling of the mantape. The Pandya Nayakam
shrine, dedicated to Lord Snbramanya, {s lovely art.
It hias the. simulation of a chariot. "1t is 0 compact
and well proportioned structure. It is & Paodya
contribution.

A historie hall is the hundred-pillared mandape,

<Dl E:I'}' Narmlokavira. It was here that a Pandya,

probabidy Jatavarman Vira Pandya I, celebrated the
“anointment of hero and vieted™, It again came into
prominence in Vijayanagar tmes. Toty it is in o
neglectsd state, i

But the final word here on the Chidambaram
temple must not be the stery of the historian, but
that of the devotee. When we remember this lem-
ple, we remember the saints and sages of okl who
sang of the Lord of the Dance.
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