BIARAT RATNA FOR
KAMARAJ

While  menerally  Presidential
Awards please only the recipients
andl friends, the conferment of the
highest Award, Bharat Ratna,
posthumously on Kamaraj has
thrilled the whole nation. By this
thanghtful action, the President
has honoured the memory of one
of India's noblest sons.” Pandit
Nehru once said of Kamaraj that
if o person without advantage of
birth, formal education, fortune
¢r connections  shoald rise to be
not only the undisputed but most
poprlar leader of the intellectual
State of Madras, he must have
qualities of a rare order, Burning
patriotism, chormi simplicity,
total dedication to Ec unl':'[JDe q::f
the masses, highest integrity and
utter  sclflessness combined to
muke liim a colossus among men.
A man of robust commonsense,
sober  judgment, fiom  decision
and few words, Kamara] was one
of the most respected politicions
whether in or out of office. When
I mildly remonstrated him while
discussing the Kamaraj plan that
the pmp%a of Tamil Nadu would
be deprived of his inestimable
services, he said that in this
country  Saints | would be more

honoured than Kings, It was his
view that those who rendersd ser-
vice o the people would be

homoonred  whether they were in
office or not, while those who did
not render service would be des-
pised even if they were in the

highest pesition. This truth was
demonstrated during his last days
aml on his dermise, by the spon-
tangous mourming by the millions,
I once joked that under the
Kamaraj plan many might po out
of olfice Lot nni; one  person
would remain out’ of olfice and
that would be Kamaraj, Speaki
of Kanchi Achurya  Swamigal,
Kumara said that he had no com-
petence to talk of the Acharya’s
ericlition bt lie  admined “the
Acharyn  for  the utter self-
abmegation with which e denu-
ted himself of the pesition of
Feetathipathi ond  retired 0 a
amall hut,

There was a faint echo of the
great  Acharyas  way in the
Kamaraj plan:  Few people know
that  Komara]  had invited

]

Dr  Subbgroyan to head  the
Macdras Government in 1951 and
had to step in at the last moment
as the former did not turn up for
the election, that in 196G, thers
wis @ considerable  volume  of
apinion in the Congress organiza-
tiom pressing him to take up the
respensibility of the Prime Minis-
teeship and that after his election
to Parlinment from Nagercoil, ha
clidd not avail limself of the oppor-
bmity to join the Government.
Kamaraj preferred to be Counsel-
lor rather than he the Kisg himself,
Nevertheless, as an administrator,
ho set a high standard of efficiency
and integrity during his time that
lifted Tamil Nadu trom the third
place from the bottem in econo-

.mi¢ development when he took

charge, to the third ploce from
the top when he left k. Kamaraj
hankered after neither office nor
nfter t[l':!'.ls arndl ome is n;ilt sure il
he wonld have persong BOOE]-
ted any Award: l-J-lflln 'rha}rmmm__,}.
of the wward of Bharat Ratnn to
Dr Bidan Chandra Boy, Chief
Minister of West Bengal, it was
my desire that Kamaraj should le
similarly  honoured,  Somewhers
in the Ees of the Tamil Nado
Secretarial, some  such pete st
exists Lot the move was seotehed
by Kamara himsell with 5 sum-
mary dismissal, He will continue
ta live in our memary not only as
a Bharat Ratom but 5s an eternal
Bharat [athi:
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the city, mear Madros Central
Station  with  dilapidated  small
cages with filth awl litter scatbered
all around. Because of polluted air
and smoke emanating  from the
neighbouring  railway station and
radiation from heavy wvehicular
traffic, mnimals are constant vic-
tims of dreadful diseases nnd this,
i coupled with continnous “noise
explosion” created Dy the whist-
ling of incoming and outgning
traims and the voices of ﬂnﬂ%
: humanity, has made  them
pale and lifeless. Forty-four varie-
tirs of hirdy, a few  tiger cuhbs,
iron-tail  chimpanzees,  camels,
etc., are likely to he addel to the
oo shortly,

posal to shift the @oo to o Stkacre
site at  Vandalur, near the ecity,
where animals can lve in natural
enviromment in large  enclosures
with sullicient space to roam about
aul inhale fresh air can be con-
sidered o right step. The pro-

posed zoo at Vandalur, with more |

adilitions, will. be remodelled on
the lines of the Hyderabad Zoo-
logieal Gardens, it is gathered.
The fear lurking in the minds of
n section of the authorities that
the gute collection may fall con-
siderably, may  come true when
this project materialises.  As the
health of the animals cannot be
sicrificed for money and ‘as an
essentinl public utility service like
wogwoond moo ie to bo mantised
for the benelit of the commumndty,

cinl lines
rency.
Frequent  reports of poachin
of the inmates at the Guinedy I’arﬁ
are on the alr.  As the fencing is
also inept, deer are frequent vie-
Hms of accidents while crossing
over the busy Guindy-Adyar Road.
The authorities may take suitable
steps so that the lovely park is
preserved from decay, Is is dis-
bressing to note that several in-
mates  of  Veeramata  Jijabai
Bhosle Udavan of Bombay have
died in the course of the last few
?:."lt‘i diue tn vulnerable discases,
tven today the zoo  authorities
not heen  able o fl
proper  repluocements and several
vages:  remain . vacant, The
Bomhay Municipal  Corporatinn,

should not gain cure-

have

So, the State Covernment’s pro-  any idea of ronning it on commer-§. which controls i, has plans to




