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NGLADESH TRAGEDY

pviLzen wontn will be shock-
by the recent events in Bangli-
desh culminating in the lirutal
massacre of the patriotic and res-
Fclul political leaders responsible
or the very freedom and indepen-
dence of the conatry, The barbaric
manner in which Mr Tajuddin
Ahmed, Syed Magrul  lslam,
hlansur Al ond Mr Kamarisd-
man were bayoneted and shot in
Dacca Central Jail by the
inhuman  ammy officers before
flecing the country heightens the
poignancy of sorrow. Further
news trickles down that apart
from those named above, three
former Ministers in the Cabinet of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman have also
heen killed in the same jail.
Hardly eleven weeks ago, a set of
disgruntled majors had perpetrated
the heinous crime of murdering
the Bangabandhu, Ffather ol
Hﬂ.ll?lﬁd:ﬁh, completely liquidat-
ing his Farnily and seizing power.
But they conld neither consolidate
nor settle down, as the movement
lacked popular support. A coun-
ter-coup was, therefore, on the
cardls, sooner or later, and when
Major-General Khaled Mosharaf
went into action, the ammy of
majors wha had usurped power
fiom Mujibur Rahman fled the
eountry but not without indulging
in an orgy of massacre. The har-
rowing tale of brutal murders
reflects a low level of civilized

hehaviour and will be condemned
by all men who cherigh md value
human Freedom. That the new
regime has effected an  orderly
siccession of office and has nnt
indulged in any vindictive mea:
sures is hoth commendable anil
welcome, It is however nat clear
how the murderous majors Wers
ahle to commit the last minute
atrncitles  and I:!sun[: from the
country, Whether the pounters
eotipy represents a raturn b pOWET
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's party
ar n meve capture of authority by
another  set  of power-hnmgry
renerals is too early to say. It i
tuld that the murderous mijors
whn escaped o Bangkok have
sought  political  asylum from
Pakistan and the United States. It
is a well-established prineiple aof
international  relationship that
politieal asylum iz granted 10
rulers onsted by ugglremim or o
[eTHS whin sulferet persectition
in their home country for their

b

faith, belief, convictions or nens
conformity with or cppsition b
their governments,  Murderers,
chents, criminals and delinguents,

nired to face charges or trials
do not quatify for political asylum
in any civilized society, Justice
requires that the army men whin
had committed such groesome anil
brutal murders in the Dacea Cen-
tral Jail should be tried for their
crimes and dealt with according
to law.

We hope that no country will
pisk itz meputation by  ollering
nza'lmn by those %nil}tr}r af 5||-;-%;
inhuman crimes and therely lend
polonr b the suspicion of eompli-
ity with an internal movement for
subversion, Events in Bangladesh
clearly demonstrste the instability
of governments not based on
popular  mandate. When a gov-
pmiment derlves steength not from
the people but from portuiic Seo-
tions including the military, the
stability of the government de-
pends on the whims and fancies
of the pressure groap. 1§, in addi-
tion, the popular will cannet el
expression  hecawse of restraints,
the pressure group hecomes e
boldened to act in an arbitzary ail
tyrannical manner. Indlin is mixi
ous that a stroni, gtable and goodl
povermment should be estahlished
in Bangladesh ancd trusts that that
pountey will soon emergs froem its
Jifficulties as n free clemocriskic
natinm,

THE BLACK MONEY ORDINANCE
(Continued from precious page)

ting rich-on-the-sly and the gnly
method of imducing them to
congh up taxes is to allow them
mildly  increased retentions of
their eamings. The advantage nf
funds so taxed coming into the
mainstream of the h:uEJn;q (i
far outweighs the marginal tax
advantage the repentant assessee
may get. The loss to the Exche-
quer Is very notional, lecanse
sich funds may never comé intd
the tax met at all, but get dissi-
pated through  diffused spendling
in now familiar. ways, that add an
edge to inﬂulinn-;injm:ed dlistresses
of the people. The Yoluntary
Disclosure Scheme has done well
to recognize the importance al

profierring indemnity and abstain-
ing from questions that call for
goll-incriminating answers,

SPECIFIC ASSURANCES

The offer o issue Bonds  that
are non-negotiable is also o step
towards realism,  What s impor-
tant is to remove awkward hesi-
tancies and the ever present dlres
of more punitive action—such as
came in the wake of disclosures
made wnder the Thyagl scheme.
The receipts or chalans for money
paidl into treasuries st them-
selves spell out clerly both the
indemnity and the assurance that
ruestions as to "sources of funds”
would not come up Jater like
the hydra-headed monsters in
Creek  fable; that the dliscloser
would not carry on his farehend

the brand of Cain, such as weonald
prejudice his future ingomestax
assessments, Tt is not to he ex-
pected that the halder  of une
wecounted meoney would articulate
his demands L{, that explicitiy,
Lt it s economic statesmanship
to  wndeestand  his unexpresseil
desire for cnmprehensive protec-
tion and to  fashion the Govern-
pnent’s nesurohoes in 4 manner as
will eradicate his  residual mis:
Tivings,
CasE FOR & MEDUCTION OF

Peesoxar LT, Hares

We are now dealing with
morhid swellings nmmm-in% in the
Baddy Economic of  India wul
administering  medicines that
would bring about & subsidence
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