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VETO IN THE UNITED NATIONS

Tuene 15 considerable misunder-
standing on the effect of 4 ||-:1§;:L-

tive wvote by one of the five
Permanent mem hers ouf the
Security  Counecil  of the United

Nations in important matters. [t
5 often deseribed az g veto, but
the Cluirter of the Uiiped Mations
does not contain the word ‘vata',
nor does it define the term, Under
the Charter of the United Matians,
the Security Couneil g Pl1:|f!;'|?:l:|
with (e responsibility, among
other things, of maintaining inter-
national peace and taking either
preventive or  punitive  action in
cs®  of  Hireat - 1o pence.  The
Council consists of Fve pPermanent
members, namely, China, Franca,
the Soviet Union, the Uniibed
Kingdom and the United States
andd ten elected members retiring
by rotation at the emd of two
years. The Allies, who were res.
ponsible for winning the World
War I, became the permanent
members of the Security Council.
The Charter provides that the
decisions of the Security Couneil
ou procedural matters shall be by
an affirmative vote of nine out of
13 members, ind the decisions of
the Security Council on all other
matters shall be by an affirmative
vile of nine members, including
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the coneurring vote of the perma-
nent members. In all other Cises,
ke admission of pew inembers,
peace-kecping  operations,  or
threat to peqce ete, o resalubion
shall mot e deemed 1o have bean
aclogrted unloss it is earrisd Ly nina

members, including  the = fve
permanent  members  of - e
Clonmneil.

The object of the ghove pro-

was  that unless thepe s
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“should

unanimity among the Big Five
Powers, * the United Nations
ot engage itself in any
serious matter relating to peace,

security, ete, If the Big Five

were divided i their oHtitude tn-
wurds any question in the United
Nations, action taken on the basis
of o majority vote wauld oly
lead to a split among the Rig Five
Powers and the United Nations
will become o divided nations,
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The founders of the United
Nations felt that unless there was
unanimity among  the Big Five,
the United Nations, as such, shall
not engage itself in  any serious
activity or decide any fmporton
matter except procedural ones. In
essence, the rle is one based on
unanimity among the Big Five
and a  prohibition of Unitod
Nation's action in the absence
of such unanimity, Unfortunately,
within a short time, after the
United Nations was founded, enld
war reached its zenith and thers
was hardly any - isswe on which
there was unanimity among the
Big Five Powers. '\}‘:"'l:lc'l.h:'.'er one
of the permanent members exer-
cised a negative vote, the other
side used the expression ‘veto’ as
a term of abuse, In the early years
of the United Nations, the Anglo-
American group had full sway over
the United MNations and the Secu-
rity Couneil and when the Soviet
Union exercised its negative vote,
it had been abused as exercising a
veto aver the majority decision in
the Security Councili- Times have
changed and in the last meeting
of the Council, tha United States
was forced to exercise its negative
vile  against the admission of
North and South Vietnam against
a majority decision in the Council,
No wnut{ur the United States is
now accused of exercising a veto,

To. ‘students of constitulions!
law, a veto implies the rejection
of a valid majority decision of the
legislature by a ident or other
superior authority. Such a con-
cept has no relevance or appli-
cation to  the United Nations.
The founders of the United
Naotions felt that it should ot
engage itself in any serfous action
without the concurrence of all the
five permanent members and if
oneé of the permanent members
did not agree witlr a line of action,
it cannot he compared to o velo
exercised by a President or higher
authority. Currently, a  special
committee of the United MNations
is examining variots questions
relating to  the revision of the
Charter mmd, naturally, one of the
questiony debated is whether the
rule of unanimity, as explained by
us earlier, should continue or not.
In an  association of sovereign

independent States, reliance must
e placed more on the willing and
voluntary cooperation of its mem-
bers than on punitive action by a
majosity  over  the  minority.
Strange, as it may seem, it is this
rule of unanimity or the so-called
veto  that has preserved the
United  Nations [}-;:.r well  mizgh
three decades, I majority deci-
sions of the Security Council
became enforceable as such, the
Big Powers should have divided
long ago aml the United Nations
would  have  become  “divided
nations’ within the fisst decade.

There is, lowever, scope for
restricting the area of applicition
of the rule of unanimily. The
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rule does not apply at present ta
prrocedural  madbers,  In our il
niom, it need not apply to matters
like admission of now members,
Affirmatively, the rule of unani
mity may  be  confined  only o
actioms relating to peace, or threst
to peace and  mutters  incidentol
thereto.  Some such compromise
would enable the United Nations .
to function  effectively as, other
wise, the exercise of a negative °
verle on non-essential matters like
molmission of members irrilates g
large body of members of the
United Mubione, We  trust  that
same compromizse formols will be
fomd by the committee which i
now examining the amendments
b the Charter,
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