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TIME FOR A DIALOGUE

Yol. XX. No. 32
TrE Ali-Isois  Acuanys  Same-
melan, which ' met at Paunar

between January 18 and 18, 1976,
has given a timely lead to resolve
the tensions and restore a healthy
polity in the country. The partici-
pants are all eminent men, Viee-
Chancellors, former Judges, Pro-
fessors, sclentists and social wor-
kers, who do not belong to any
political organization, nor held
any committed views on questions.
They also had the guidance of no
less o person than Vinobha Bhave,
a true Gandhian in thought, word
and deed. The conclusions of the
Paunar Conference are, therefore,
entitled to great respect and atten-
tion from the country, the Govemn-
ment, the people and organiza-
tions.

It is unnecessary to dwell at any
length on the recent events in the

country and the paolitical impasse
that has cropped out of it. Any
attempt to blame only one side
will be neither true, nor will it
lead to a solution of the problem.
Nor is it necessary to probe old
sores and undergo  self-inflicted
torture. There have been occasions
in the past in our natignal history
when we had drawn a veil over the
unpleasant and thought only of
the future. The great role as
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mediators played during the free-
dom struggle by Mr Sapra and
Mr Jayakar from time to time has
emphasized the truth that nothing
is gained by trying to apportion
blame for the unpleasant events
of the past. ‘The Acharyas have,
therefore, given the right lead
diverting attention from the past
to the fulure,

In an objective appraisal of the
national scene, the Acharyas have
noted certain  constructive  deve-
lopments Following the declara-
tion of Emergency such as greater
concern for the needs of the
poorer sections of the pepulation,
calm in  educational institulions,
improved industrial relations, con-
tainment - of inflation, effectve
action against smuggling, hoard-
ing and black money, absence of
communal, regional and linguistic
tensions and improvement in eco-
nomic  management and adminks-
tration. The halting of the gal-
loping inflation and the progres-
sive reduction in wholesale prices,
to which the Swanaj¥a had adver-
ted earlier, are ameng the major
achievements  during the year

1975, The significant reduction in

the loss of man-days and the im-
proved  discipiine ameng  the
industrial, clerical and administra-

tive workers has reversed the
trend  of deterdoration that had
overtaken the country during the
recent past. These factors have
revived the confidence that the
sronomy. is now poised for reco-
very. Had these improvements
occurred without  the  unnatueal
situation of an Emergency invel-
ving detention without trial of a
number of social and - politieal
workers committed to the ereed
of mon-violence and ahimsa, cur-
tailment of civil liberties and
censorship of the press and parlia-
mentary proceadings, it would
have been o matter for conprati-
lation, As the Acharyss have
pointed out, the indefinite conti-
nuation of the unnatural state of
alfairs is “not good for the health
of the natien™. It is well-known
that a government is run on prece-
dents, 1f one gets into the habit
of governing with the aid of
special powers, cne will forget the
art of government without that
instrument very soon, The fact
that we have mnet been ahble to
shake off Defence of India Rules
after the war and have adopted in
our subsequent legislations several
of those extroordinary powers
prove the point. The sooner we
revert to  normally and  restore
fundamental  human rights  the
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greater will be oor peace and
happiness.

It i idle to imagine that stafus-
quo-ante can be restored over-
night. Nor 15 one  sure  that it
should be, As noted by the Achar-
vas, the gain from Emergency,
in so far as it has reduced nncl}lf-
social activities like smuggling,
blackmarketing  and tax evasion,
should be maintained and consoli-
dated and relaxation directed to-
wartls honest  and  constructive
criticism, free and Frank expres-
stom  of public grievances and
legitimate political activities not
involving  winlence or subwversion.
Meither the Government nor the

position as  enunciubed alove
wit mfortimately, there is no
bridge by which either side conld
cross over or meet the other, Like
parallel lines, each pursies its path
without a meeting, It is only the
chosen resentative of Mahat-
maji, the selfless soul dedicated to
the service of the and the
unfortunate and the living embodi-
mient of truth and  pon-viclence,
the saintly Vinobha Bhave, that
may be able to play the role of o
healer of wounds. “No other per-
san commonds the confidence of
the Government, the Opposition,
the intellectunls, the social wor-
kers, in fact, the whole country,
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rapprochement with any  degree
ol confidenes - or  any” hope  of
SUICTEEE,

nee  normaley 8 restored,
:];mﬂﬁm:z Hke - electoral reforms,
chaniges in the Constitution, to suit
the necds of the less fortunate
sections of society, or a code of
duties along with o bill of dghts,
vanltl L discussed and formulated
o the basis of a consensus and
nok on more plurality of votes, Tf
the Paunar document @8 to becames
u.[[n]::itivna step for restoring nor-
maloy in the conntry and not to
remain o pions declaration, Vino-
bhaji hos to ssseme the mantle
of a mediator, The country looks

Opposition will disagree with the and can initiste the move for up to him to save the situation,
ASKIT : ti'tm, ﬂlLEﬂH'.lﬂw:L}'s. the Airlines,
the al  Department, why
TH[S INMMATIGN! everyone wants o pet maore. all
N. V. ESWAR becanse  there is this Inflamma-
¥ tion,”™
Necapour Nag is never happy  heinous Inflammation he would W IMFFERENCT
unless he holds an hourlong n?u- sell everything dirt cheap. Why, :;;: ]FF-H I.]F g
ment with*the vegetable vendor, he would even give things bl = ]:'_m t!t'ﬂ;; e of Nag sub-
over the soaring prices. Oue day free to you. The dhoby repsats i:uu In::l g::lu:‘t nlmt:-:ggugut,lg't '-:'E*u:nfnﬂ
the arguments ne a little it The priest chants ‘Inflamma- the same time, it iz not au‘: o

heated. 50 T went oot to learn
what it was all abont.

Meighbour Nag turmmed on me
and said: “See, this man hero suys
that the price of every blessed
thing in his basket has gone up
anly because there iz Infamma-
tion. The grocer says but for this

tion, Inflammation, Infammation’,
instend  of his usual andecipher-
alle mutterings. The barber has
marked up his charpes because of
Infliwrnmation, The landlord raises
the rent almaost every other month
due to Infammation ngain. The
Electricity Board, the Corpora-

’ COMMUNICATION

SATELLITE™

" My satollites never leove me plone—so T khove o probilem

in communicating with thom . .

correct o person like Nag whe
always stays put with whatever
had entered his liead. It is always
injunction with Tim when it should
be injection  and vlee verse. It
iz waeillation  and never vaccina-
tiom  with  him. Yet I made a
feeble attempt to put him right.
I onildly said: “Mr Nag, it is not
[nftwmomation: that s ab faele, It
is- Inflation,”

Mr Mag counlered: “0Ohl What
diference does it make? Inflation
or Inflammation?  They meun the

same,  Money has inflamed into a
]:ir: hoil. It has blown up bevond
all proportions,  Like a boil, Ora

carbmncle. 5o 1 say it iz nothing
but Inflammation. = But for the
saké of argument | shall agrea with
Emh Because everybody has in-
ated the  prices of  everything
there is this very big ﬁatiun.
Then the motter becomes quite
simple. All you have to do is just
deflate everything by a prick.
“But how can you prick money,

Mr Nag?  Maybe you can prick

it in o mimber of plocss with o
pin, It would remain the - samae,
On the other hand, if you prick
large holes or cut it up, the banks




