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MADRAS, JUNE 12, 1976

It 1 the habit of interigtion
conferences to start with pompeons
pronouncements of noble  and
gernerous  sentiments  and  nften
conclude on a dismal nuﬂ: of mt:'

rformances, UNCTA whie
mr at Nairoli between the 3rd
and 29th of May, with high hopes
of achieving positive answers for
some of the economic ills afflicting
the developing countres, has
proved to be no exception to the
mile. The United Nations Confer-
ence on Trade and Development
consists of 153 members and in-
tludes some non-members of the
United Nations like Switeerland
and some specialised agencies, It
meets onee every  fonr vears; it
hrst met in Geneva in 1964, for
the second time in New Delhi in
1968, the thind meeting was held
in Santiago, Chile, in 1972 and
the fourth session eoncluded i
cently ot Maimbhi.

The aim of the UNCTAD is to
evolve a co-ordinated set of prli-
cies to accelerate the  economic
development of the poarer matinns
of the world. The first eonference
WS a comvivial birthday party
where members vied with one
another in eloquent expressions of
their hopes and aspirations, The
Delhi meeting achieved o LR e
of success theugh the introdue
tion of the Generalised Svitem of

ferences in faveur of exparts of
mantfactored poods from  (eve-
Ing countries. The thind cone
ference at Santiago was marked
acrimonious debate and much
wrangling  without any - resills.
Meamwhile, the conept of a pew
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mtermativmal economic arder e
rowing the gap between the rich
and the poor matinng  prained
acceptance and became g subject
of discussion in the United Mations
and other international foryms.
The UNCTAD IV met at Nairohi
with this background and Wis
expected to take n step forward
towards the new economic order.

The developing countries names]
"Croup of F%'“-u-l]mu,qh it mm-
bers more than 100 now—inet iy
Manila  earlier  this ¥ear and
aclopted o declaration” of their
stand on vital issues arising for

consideration at  Nairobi, The
Most  important  jtems  hefore
UNCTAD IV were; {a) Commo-

ities  progromme, k) Aid, (o)
Dielst re-sehednling and (d) Trans-
fer of technalogy. With & view to
stabilising  their economies, the
theveloping countries wanbed an jn.
tegrated  commadities Progromme
to ensure stable prices for their
primary products, to fmance bufer
stocks nf 10 commaodities, namely,
sugar, tes, enffee, Coonn,  enttor,
jute, hard fhres, rubber, copper
sl tin, and to cregte 5 4 hilliem
dollar fond for the prrpose. They
ilsn rped indexation’. a Formuly
by which commodity prices wil|

increased in wnison with the
price of manufacture,

e developad countries et
el neither uFthe two proposals,
Dr. Kissinger, an the other lignd,
wanted o caseliy-cage studly  nf
these  commodities on the “plea
that the prolilem relating to each
commodity il from ke
other. e proposed o ome-lillion

- an internationgl

dollar  Internatinnal Resoiirces
Bank which would Jend thraieh
organisation for
the development of natural resones
ces (mainly mineeals) iy the Third
Waorld an . in return, would have
the option on the oy ut, Thus,
the Bank will provide  project
finance for the developing coun-
tries, on the one hand an BngITe
supplies of raw materials to jis
estern investors, on the other,
While the proposal has the
merit  that it will ensype the
much-needed finance for the deve-
I?’Pmant of resources in the Third
Warld, which the multi-natinnals
are reluctant o Provide
tne their own terms,
comtrol over nutural FEEOUFCES fm-
plied in the scheme wag hardly
tonegaled, The scheme, therefore,
hecame suspect in the eyes of the
developing countries s yeb an-
other ruse to exploit the scarce
respurces of l.'!ﬂ'-*r.“:!]upl'ng CrnIntries
by the developad nnes. Further-
more, tha contemplated Resourpes
ank  was not the same as the
-billion buffér fund which the
developing  countrias Foposed
and it has not enthysed tha ntter,
The developed countries alsn oh.
fected o indexation’ on  the
ground that the scheme weyld
only aceentuate inflation ane pot
help stahilise the prices of commn-
dities. Thus, on the most impertant
iten of the agenda, name v, the
commadities  programme,  thees
hias been no consensng between
the rich and the poor  nations,
However, the Netherlands, Nor-
way, Sweden, Finland, Iraq, Lihva
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ancl the Fhilippines have accepted
the Third World's proposal for a
commaodities programme and have
agreed to contribute to o com-
mon fund, India has alse announ-
ced her decigion to provide 25
million dollars to the fund
Though these are welcome a5 a
gesture, the fund cannot make
any progress without massive con-
tributions and  support from the
acdvancesd countries,

The record of developed couns
tries in regard 0 aid has been
nove koo bright. Hul!w“hstundlng
gll the eloquent speaches in inter-
national forums that the widen-
ing gap in the levels of living be-
tween the rich and the poor coun-
tries should be bridged by trans-
fer of resources, the actual per-
formance in  this direction has
been decelerating. The initial pro-
posal kor transfer of one per cent
of the rich countries” GNP to the
less developed countries remained
n paper torget. Nor did tha sub-
sequent reduction of the target to
0.7 per cent improve performance.
In the casa of the TV.5.A. the
transfer came down from 0.53 per
cemt in 1960 to 025 per cent in
1974 and is expected to go down
tn 0,17 per cent in 1577, while the
GNP has been increasing all the
time, In the cate of West Gar-
many, aid has been ranging be-

tween 031 per cent and 037 per
cenl, Meanwhile, the debt I.'lura:l.l.
of the developing countrdes has
been prowing heavier and heavier,
Between 1965 and 1973, the in-
debtedness of 80 developing coun-
tries rose from $38 hillion to $119
hillion, Coupled with the trade
deficits, many of the developin

coumntries may be forced to defanlt
in Tepayment, npsetting the inter-
national credit equilibrium. The
Manila  declaration, therefore,
plended for 0 "Debt Moratorium".
The developed countries  have
argued that some debits were mili-
tary, others commercial and some
official development aid and that
all of them should not be clubbed
together. They were apainst a
global approach and  favoured o
case-by-oase dialopue  directly
between the debtor and the
creditor - countries, Thus, on the
question of aid amd debt-resche-
duling, no agresment has  been
possible,

Even on the question of trans-
fer of technology., there was o
keen divergence of opinion bet-
weon the developed and the deve-
loping countries. It - has' bean
t!xtin'i'.ilnrl that at the end of 1960,
developing countries were paying
Ei]l.'Hl‘.!I.:ﬁ :IF:I'“I'.-H“ dollars o ','Em?n[ﬁnr
the right to use patents, licences,
know-how and trade marks snd
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Project Monkey

New Yors: Can monkey learn to
speak? This quistion is ' being
asked by scientists and the tenta-
thve answer is that he probably
can; “Mim~, a two-year-old male
chimp, may have the answers, if
the researchers involved in “Pro-
ject Nim” at New York’s Colum-
bia University can get him to sit
still long enough to supply them.
Since birth, Nim has been rais-
ed in as close to o human envi-
ronment as the project’s head, Dr.
Herbert Terrace, can devise. He
in the American sign lan-

@

euare (ASL) mode, and his active
vocabulary  has  been E‘D“'ﬂ' 1
steadily and = more mapidly, Dr.
Terrace says. At the beginning of

the year he had 40 words at his
disposal. Since then, he has added

10 new ones, a 25 per cent In-
erease, and the number is Increas-
ing as he gets into the swing of
the learning process, From an
initinl combination of two words
such a8 "more Eat™ or “More
Drink™, Wim  has progressed to
such relatively sophisticated con-
struetion as  “Give  me Banana
Est™.

In all, Mim hos more than 850
word combinations of his vocalu-
lary, amdl with his learing ability
growing rapidly, the number of
combinations ig increasing deama-
tically. Afer analysis nfnﬁc srue-
ture of MNim's word combinations,
Dr. Terrace said, “"he does seem
to show certain statistically reli-
able departures From the simple
minded models we have tes :
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thot this swm would inerease in
the [uture, The developing coun-
trics, thercfore, wanted n schems
for transfer  of  technology with
mandatory provisions; bul the ad-
vanced countries argued that the
governments  eould  not  enforo
regulations, us the subject related
to dealings hetween private eom-
mereial  frms in-nluSJng s
national oo tioms  and  that,
therefore, only a voluntary code
of vonduct could e envisaged.

Nov gnrprise, thevefore, that the
UNCTAD  has  ended  withoot
positive conclusions on the most
important issues, namely, Commo-
dity progeamme,  Ald “and Debt
re-echaduling. De, Kissingers
proposal for an International Re-
sources Bank was defented hy 53
votes to 31, the rest having either
abstained or absented themselves.
On the comstitution of & common
fund for bulfer stocks of primary
compmadities, thoueh it was resoly-
ol b “convene  negoticting cons
ference  open to all members of
the UNCTAT} on the common
fund not later than March 19377,
the developed countries laid em-
phogis on more  negotinbons on
the objectives ond modalities of
the common Fand, clearly demon-
strating that they have not agreed
in_pringiple to the fund ides. It
wi]]l, therefore, call for all the toot
and wisdom in the world to reach
i agreed solution to this thomy

wopllem,  On debt repavments,
the conference  approved a pre
gramme  in which rich  nations

wreed bo o owork oot internotional
puidelines tn be applied on a
case-hyv-case basis. T}we UNCTAD
Secratary-General hag heen nsked
ter convene a special inter-govern-
mentul group of experts to study
the deht proldem  and  provide
giridalines.

Mevertheless, it cannot he said
that the UNCTAD IV has Failed
for the reascn that it has not pe-
jectedl  the Commodities  pro-
pramme  or  Debt  rescheduling
but has kept the door open for
further negotiotions and  settl-
ment. Unless o spirit of mutond
co-operation  prevalls  in fulor
discussiong, the UNCTAD will
cease o beooan  instrument
world economie co-operation it
bhecome an arena for acrimoniaus
abuses angd unfruitiul debates,



