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Mr. McNAMARA ON URBAN POOR -II

Taar e urban poot are denied
!'r]'lt!.L|J|E arvess o water, sunilkn-
tion and health services, that they
sometimes  pay for the wwater
supplied by street  vendors
a3 much as 20 times the price
paid by the middle amd wpper
classes for the water piped into
their homes and that the modem
well-equipped hospitals are  be-
vindl the reach -'"fJ the poor add
o the  misery of slum dwelless.
Lack of educational [acilifes s
symonymaus with denying opportu-
nities for eaming higher incomes.
Mr McNamars  pointed out Ut
while city  authorities were MR-
ing money for subwavs® and ex-
press ways, very little of this heavy
investment  henefited the poor,
Ihe pitiable kot of the slum and
pavement dwellers is a blot on gur
civilization aml the Jnger we
'-:E'!.t'l Fhes '-|;|||||1|||.. ‘I'“': T EFEE Wl
are B0 an explogion,

The magnitude of the problem
of education can bz snseberstonod
only 0 it is realized that the child
popalistion in less ey E‘]n[ﬂ‘!c‘l CIMIT -

R, VEMEATARAMAN

tries during the Ts will he bet
woen 4 and 45 per cent of the
total popualation,  while the ratip
will he  ardond 30 per cent in
developed  countries  and  that
during the decade 1970 to 1580,
the number of children of sefuand
nge {3 to 14) will fnerease from
B0 miliom to %22 million. In
Inelia, [rimury education is fres

VICTIM

andl the percentuge of children of
school age (8 to 110 attendiug
schools has increused from 428 per
cent in 193051 to about &2 per
cemt in 1972, The Fifth Plan ear-
get of increasing it to about 47 per
cent, is a stupendous task ealling
for massive investment and deter-
mined effort, persuasive o othes-
WWIsE,
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The Unitegd MNations  bad esti-
miabed in 193 that as many as 10
dwelling units per thousand of the
peopulation had to be built in all
l.|L".'l:‘|.|'|3'|:i|.|.:-_f| countries i omder to
cope with the growth  in urban
popuilation and offset obsolescence.
In mamy countries, hardly one-
Lfth of the target had heen reached
and  the housing situation  has
deteriorated and is slmost on the
verge of disuster in some others,
According to the 1971 census, the
shortage of housing in India was
145 erores, of whicl 20 lakhs were
in urban and 116 crores in raral
greas.  The National DBuilding
Urganization has estimated hoos-
ing shortage on  the eve of the
Fifth Plann (1974) at 1568 crores,
35 lakhs in urban and 1.18 crores
in rural areas. Mr MeMNamarz
stressed rightly that the tenements
and other constructions made by
municipal and government autho-
rilies are too  expensive for the
poor and observed that “surveys
indicate that up to 70 per cent of
the poor cannot afford even the
cheapest  housing  produced by
Public Apencies, Mr McNamara's
solution to the problem is twalold,
One is to upgrade the slam settle-
ments  with  Infrastructure  like
witler, roads, drainuge, lighting
und sanitation services and pro-
vicle secure tenure for these quar-
ters. Duwring hiz term  of office
as Chief Minister of Tamil Madu
in 1952-33, Majaji  had actually

initinted improvement schemes on

‘the lines now  suggested by Mr
MeMumara, In a strongly worded

article, Rajaji said; “The iden of
dealing with these slums by way
of clearanee, as we must tuke it
with mosquitees wul rats  and
vermin, i.e., to get rid of them
because they are not wanted, is
totully wrong,”

The other scheme, naumely, pro-
vision of “stes and serviees" for-
mulated by Mr McNamara pro-
vides for the land to be developed
with lll;l-:_hi, wiler e-:uppl.}', l;]l'.'d[L'J:HL‘..
sewerage, electricity, ete., and then
divided into small plote and leasac
or sold to the pror so that they
may construct their own dwellings
on thase plots.  Thiz hias also heen
tried in several places in Madras,
the most notable instance heing

‘the  MNamasivivapuram  scheme
There, after providing  minimal
amenities, sites  were  aliotbed.

Building material worth Bs 150
were provided for the slum dwel-
lers to enable them to hanild theie
owt homes, Unfortunately, owing
to the Emitation of land and the
i1iﬂi.1.'||]1.:..' ool moving  the pinse to
the outskirts of the City far away
from thiir pluce of work, the tene-
ments scheme las o replace the
site amid servieex scheme in Tndia,
Az the allottees had no means o
pay the rent, most of these tene-
ments have been let out to others
anel the poor hwve gone elsewhers
angd created new slums.  Thus, the
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tenements huove  not solved the
honsing probbem of the arban poor
b mny appreciable extent,

While the remedy sugrested in
the  brillint  address  of M
MeMamara @8 mdoubtedly yalu-
able el ﬁ]lt)lll{l 'In{' ul':é'um] l;'hEl
highest consideration by the goy-
erments of the developing coun-
tries, wo Teal that the measures
ghould  be  sopplemented by
uction in other directions az well,
Primurily, the rate of growth of
]1II|'|-:1]::|I:|-::|I| shonld e L-hﬂ'kmL 1]
that swhatever  little  progress is
vchievad by the doveloping couns
brigs 15 oot eaten  away by the
Lreiing ]1I|-l1||'L11iII||_ .":'Hl,'l,u|||.|_'9.-1 i
gttt sl skbencted W thia cltdey oot
by their riches and luxuries, which,
in ooy event, are bevond their
resch, but becasse of the oppor
bumities of employment, A well-
planmed  dispersal of  industries,
sulliciently away From towns aod
cities  but  near  eémough o
Factlities  for  tmansport of _l;rrndd
to the mdustey will go a long
wiy  in ralisving  the inceed-
sing pressure on the  eities and
redluging the sordid  condition of
existance, New cities, which deve-
lop around majer industrial com-
|_L|¢_=~;r._5., e start with @ |;'|.F!:||'|. slate
anel provide ‘the amenities 1o the
poear - on the lines :-illﬁgﬁted h}-‘ Ml
MeNamura.  The problem is un-
thonfitedly  urgent and  reguines
immediate attention,

front-rank
makers of
VERTICAL
TURBINE PUMPS
C. F. PUMPS
ELECTRIC
MOTORS and
SWITCHGEAR

LIMITED, saropa-3.

lr




