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Tue sap and sudden demise of Mr Kamaraj deprived
the Organization Congress in Tamil Nadu of o
eolossius whose wisdom, statesmanship and guidance
gave it a massive maoss base and strength.  After
him, the Organization Congress was left eaptain-
less and rudderless in the eddying currents of con-
ficting pulle. The delmcle of the * grond allianes
oll owver India and the severe jolt which the
Congress () received in the 1971 genera] elections
in Tamil Nadu had set Mr Kamaraj thinking
whether the domestic quarrel was not, in fact,
helping the continuation and perpetuation of the
maladministration of the State by the DMK Govern-
ment. Tt was  wellknown that on fsues like
nationalization of banks, aholition of privy purses,
elc., the views of Mr Kamaraj were more in unison
with the Gongress than with some of his own col-
leagnes in the Organization Congress.  From the
trend of polling in the Dindignl by-election,
Alr Kamaraj foresaw frech dangers in the detericeat-
ing polities of Tamil Nadn and Forther demoraliza-
tion of administration by forces no  different from
the DME. It was in this comtest that Mrs Mara-
gatham Chandrasekharan played a quiet hut diffienlt
mie nf 2 messenger-mediator hetween Mrs Gandhi
sl Mr Kamaraj that culminated in the electaral
alliznce between the two wings of the Congress in
the Coimbatore and Pondicherry elections. When
the move was eriticised by the leaders of the
Congress (0), Mr Kamaraj refected the criticism
asserfing firmly that the sitwation in Tamil Nadu
justifiee] his stand wnd dared the Congress (0) Iigh
Command to take anv action amainst the TNCC (O).
Why the clectoral alliance did not Fructify into a
re-union shortly therealter is anyhody’s gness. That
Mr Kamaraj was keen on laking at least some of

his colleagues from other States along with him in
the move for a re-union and that his lead in the
matter was sought by some leaders of the Crgani-
wition Congress of the neighbouring States was not
even then much of a secret. The proverbial plain
mml blunt br Kamorsj, In his dealings with the
magses, wns in foet the most sophisticated diplomat
on political issues, seldom  disclosing his mind to
anyone ad doing it only suggestively even when he
wanted, It was evident that he had lost hopes of
bringing  about n sepprechement at the national
level and had decided to meet the Prime Minister
for diseussion in the second week of November but
that was not to be.

Several factors contributed to the land-slide in
favour of the merger. Obviously; the Organization
Congress could not survive as an independent
political unit in Tamil Nadn., When called upon to
make the choice, Congressmen conld not contemplate
with equunimity their complete  dissociation with
Caandhijl and his ideology, which an allianee with
a front consisting of the DMK and the Jan Sangh
meant, The reverence which Mrs Gandhi showed
to the departed leader, coupled with a timely appeal
weleoming the Organization Congress members and
assuring them of an honeured place in the united
organization had a great impact on them.  All these
combined 1o tum the tide of opinion amene
Congress (0} leaders in Tamil Nadu in favour of
merger with the Congress. Tt is a pity that instead
of ealling tha PCC and  obtaining o verdict, the
TNCC (0} President resorted to the dissolution of
the PCC itself, the legality whereof is in dispute.
Tn all the 90 years' history of the Indian National
Cengress, the PCC or the TNCC has never been
superseded or dissolved. This precipitate  action
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infuriated aunther section and

remained] with some Congiress {0) members SO0
evaporated and the merger move ined further
momentum. _ Finally, the dlismissal of the uivwanted
and um lar DME Ministry had its own effect with the  duy-to-tlay
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CALCULATORS INVADE U.S. CLASSROOM

Benown  the wondrous mini-
caloulator ! Small enough 0 be
held in the hand, it performs pro-
digious mathematical feats for
everyone from grammir
students to top level engineeTs and
coientists. A few years ago, 11
clactronic gadgets were expensive
novelties, used primarily by pro-
fessionals. But nO MOTE
duction has ¥ , prices have
phmmeted, anl 1'hruu1:r,'l‘|.clut the
United States, where mone thaan
100 companies are now producing
them, mini-calculators now
juss than Same 12 millici
fn 1874
them to balance

paves, And - EWER small  school
children mow them 1o help
fathom complexities af begin-
ning arithmetic. I“ﬂﬂﬂd.
srowing popularity of calculators
among students and teachers adds
up bo one fads in
US education

At first, Kids bomrowed  the
fumily calculator, but now several

school  systems  in the United

States ve begun providing
them.

The wital working heart of
every mini-caleulator is & timy chip

of synthetic crystal, acting 88 2
semi-conductor:  Un 3 single ¢hip
smaoller than a ﬁn?emuﬂ arn
etehed  thousands eomplete
electronic clreuits emalbling even
the simplest of these machines 10
perform four basic  functions
additicn, subtraction, multi i
tion and division, Winre sophisti
eated caleulators are available for
several hundred dollas and .
yhat will alsa handle square ronts,
logarithms, tri ponometry and other
guch  abstruse ~ matters. These
machings, like phe others, e
cmall enough to he carri in o
shirt pocket.
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they solve Snme B
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them—~bear that the calenlators
may pr<luce @ peneration @
mathematical iigerates wha
he lost without their pnacHings,

In any Case, thers 35 no douht
that ealeulators have enhanced the
studly of mathematics Ly simpli-
fuing  dull and  Hme-eonsuming
calenlations, and maore widespread
nse of caleulators in the classrocm
APETS irewitable.
of - mind-colculators. 3000 Lis
available for ouly a few dollars. By
thiat time, ey may well tike their
place with otehooks and peneils
as standlard school supplies. 1o
fact, there seems (o lse no end to
Fhe wionders aheaul, Ume Califor-
g seientist Trvicd Hndizes, ]’;FE-
Jicts that hy 1880, S million hits
of information will e stored in 2
single minixture computer eval-
ving from pressnt—du}r caleuiators.
Such a machine will not aniy help
chiadents do mathematics Tuit also
help them learn to spell or master
a foreign language. In the mean-
tine,  some 9 Americn’s  hest
muthematiclans are developing @
whole now svsiem of teaching o
ke the aptimum use of the uhi-

giitons  mind eulenlators —{USIS)




