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Year-long centenary celebrations
to honour R. Venkataraman

Kalam, Sheﬂa to pay trlbutes to the former Pre51dent

Madhur Tankha

NEW DELHI: As part of year-
long birth centenary cele-
brations of former Presi-
dent R. Venkataraman,
former President A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam and Delhi
Chief Minister Sheila
Dikshit will speak on “RV:
The Multifaceted Man” at
India International Cen-
tre (I1C) here on Tuesday.,

The Delhi events are
being organised jointly by
Mr, Venkataraman :
ily, represented by his
daughter Lakshmi Ven-
kataraman  Venkatesan
and institutions such as
the IIC, the Nehru Me-
morial Museum and Li-
brary, and the Indian
Council for Cultural
Relations.

“The credit for the mul-
tlplepmgrammea;s‘o,este
these instituti
main idea to h

tural events is to highlight

Mr. Venkataraman's val-
ues, He was far-sighted on
contemporary issues pla-
guing the country,” says
Ms. Venkatesan,
Describing her father
as a scholar and a great
social thinker, Ms. Venka-
tesan says he was known
for his dignity and fair
play. “He made a special
mark on contemporary
Indian history and set the
stage for coalition gov-
ernments, Having had the
distinction of working
with four Prime Minis-
ters, appointing three of
them — V.P. Singh, Chan-
dra Shekhar and P.V. Na-
rasimha Rao — during his
five-year term as the
country’s eighth Presi-
dent, Mr. Venkataraman

— popularly known as

MULTIFACETED: The former President R. Venkataraman.- FILE PHOTO

‘RV’ — represented a set
of values and culture that
were highly steeped in

‘the Gandhi-Nehru tradi-

tion. It was in this tradi-
tion that the late leader
had propounded the the-
ory that the President in
the Indian context was
like the “emergency
light” which automatical-
ly came on when the nor-
mal flow of power was
broken and went out af-
ter normal working was
restored.”

The birth centenary
celebrations include sem-
inars, discourses, cultural
events and a commemo-
rative volume of articles
published by Rupa Publi-
cations to highlight the
late President’s vision for

India and its great rele-
vance for issues now fac-
ing the country.

On inclusive growth,
Mr. Venkataraman had
said way back in 1952
that unemployment was
a scourge. “It.is indeed a
very unhappy situation
that a man who is ready
able and willing to work,
should be denied work
..... and unless we are able
to combat mass retrench-
ment and unemploy-
ment, the very
industrialisation
[growth] which we wel-
come as a measure that is
intended to benefit the
lower classes will prove
to be a measure of great

‘harm to those classes”.

On economic liberali-

sation, he said in 1969
that planning does not
necessarily mean control.
It means having a vision
of the future, having a
well thought out ap-
proach for development
of key sectors, a well ar-
ticulated policy towards
acquiring and developing
technologies.

On the functioning of
Parliament, Mr. Venkat-
araman as Rajya Sabha
Chairman in 1987 said
that what was happening
was the negation of de-
mocracy. “Every member
is entitled to express his
opinion. You may agree,
you may disagree, you
cannot shout him down.
Then there will be no
Parliament.”



