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Dedicated Life

ormally, we take a dedicated life to mean a life spent
for a cause, a mission, or an idea. But a little scrutiny

b will show that this meaning has little substance. In those
who have lived such a life, we find only too often, conceit,
selfishness, ambition, or egoism. I, for instance, may imagine
that I am devoting myself to literature because I have dedicated
my life to beauty, but, in fact, I may be writing for nothing but
fame or money. Again, I may believe that in devoting myself to
public life I have dedicated my life to the country; but more
often than not, such a belief is a cloak for personal ambition,
love of power or an itch to “do”-that aimless urge to be up and
doing something or the other which makes modern men and
women run breathlessly into lifelong frustration.

It s, therefore, difficult to call a life devoted to a cause, a
mission, or an ideal, a “dedicated life.” In dedication, all one’s
thoughts, feelings and ambitions have to be offered to something
which is not self; to something which is an end in itself;
something absolute. Isolated acts offered as sacrifices may be
excellent as training but they do not make for a dedicated life.
We have to remember that what has to be offered is not the
act itself, but the whole of our innate nature through

act. When a worshipper offers flowers at a shrine, the
offering is merely a symbol of his complete
surrender to the deity. Sacrifice necessarily
involves surrender.® '
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Editorial

RV- Always Above
Partisan Politics

r I Yhe death of former
President of India and
Bharatiya Vidya

Bhavan on January 28, has
deprived the nation of one of the
most  statesmanly and
constitutionally correct
Presidents to have guided the
destiny of an India deeply
disturbed by the prospect
of mandateless governments
and opportunistic alliances,
disfiguring its democratic
character.

In five years he saw four
Prime Ministers come and go
and political stability
threatened by short-lived
governments and fragmentary
politics. The Bhavan family lost
a person of public eminence
who upheld and promoted
values and ideals prescribed
and practised by Kulapati

Munshi.

Half a century of holding
high political offices with
distinction and excellence
unblemished by taints that
characterise such offices, RV
(as he was referred to by
colleagues and admirers) never
allowed power to corrupt him
or make him arrogant.

As Industry Minister in
Tamil Nadu he laid the
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foundations of that State’s
economic progress. He carried
his knowledge of the law and
the constitution to put his stamp
on every position he held from
thereon. In every crisis- his
presidential tenure had many-
he went strictly by rules and
was always above partlsan
politics.

Above all, he remained free
from personal ambitions and
familial interests to promote. In
his book, ‘My Presidential
Years’, he refers to Shri Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s offer to step
down as Prime Minister, if he
(RV) agreed to head a National
Government of all parties.

RV writes: ‘I told him that\

the President should not set this
wrong and  dangerous
precedent, as it might kindle

_ ambitions in future Presidents to

meddle and indulge in
machinations against the Prime
Minister.’

As President of the Bhavan,
his one major initiative was to
work out a national consensus
on keeping criminals out of
elections.

He called upon political
parties to desist from fielding
candidates with records
corruption and criminality. He
also collected together persons
of high integrity and eminence
in public life to advise the
national government on finding
workable solutions for ending
the Kashmir imbroglio.

That his wisdom and sage
counsel fell on deaf years did
not deter him; what did deter
him was physical health. He
remained lucid and mentally
alive to what was happening in
the country until his last days.

The Bhavan family pays its
homage to RV for his services
to the country and to the Bhavan
at crucial moments to both. W

’ Katop
conquest ove:

of umversal benevo nce and 1dent1ty
that could be called immortality even
| when in mortal c01ls Now those
mortal coils are gone. One can
reflect, howsoever bneﬂy, on his
great contnbunons to the making of
our Nation. As a young lawyer he
‘ government
_servant but was persuaded by

* Director, Bhavan's Delhi Kendra.
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R Y P E 5
He was elected to the:Lok Sabha in 1957 but resigned to‘join
the Ministry of Kamaraj. in Tamil Nadu where he looked after the
Department of Industry; Labour, Cooperation, Electricity and
Transport;and Commercial Taxes. Between 1957 and 1967, he
did pioneering work to develop industries in Tamil Nadu and
earned the title of Father of Industrial Development in Tamil Nadu.
In 1967 he became a member of the Planning Commission.
Perhaps it 'was then that the Venkataraman -Committee-on Public
Utilities laid down the objective of 12% rate of return for such
utilities, Had the Indian polity stuck to his recommendations India’s
fiscal and economicdevelopment would have been a different and
greater.story, But-the polity was too weak and fragmented to
ach1eve the objective-set forth by him.
. After:1971-he - became the Editor of Swarajya, founded by
Ra'ajl He was "among~ the few. Congressmen elected to the Lok

J Veeraraghavan, Du'ector, B.V. Bhavan, Delhi, presentmg flowers to
Shri R. Venkataraman on the occasion of his 95th birthday
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of Parliament
_ wsagacrty . In1980 he became Finance Minister under Indira Gandhi, was
‘van ’s: Famrly Worldwrde Defence Mlmster between 1982 1984 and held addltlonal charge

. ”(

"I Augu 98 he e became the Vice-President of India and in
July, 1987, he b became 8th President. The five years he was
Presrdent ,,among the most turbulent and eventful and the
several Prime Mmlsters durmg thlS period had the. beneﬁt of his
\ tlated’ stepsv to introduce necessary | wise coun’ el. 'He tned to lay the foundations of sound conventions
1d ‘administrative' set-up as ofa Cabmet form of Government and set an example by always
( f management at the:ofﬁce callmg on the leaders of groups to form the Government based on
their strength of numbers and stnctly in that order so that haggling
and horse tradmg might be avoided.

In addition to his statesmanship and contribution to the policies
of his country, his work in promoting Gandhian thought and action

“has been most valuable. He was always a solid and powerful
supporter of Gandhian institutions and ways of thinking.

His contributions to social, cultural and religious institutions
has also been immense. The Swamimalai (Malai Mandir) Temple
at Vasant Vihar, New Delhi, had his full support and guidance and

.| patronage. When I was Secretary, Culture, in the Government of
India, he, as the then President of India, sent for me and expressed
his distress at the lack of action on his suggestion for making
=’ Kalakshetra of-Madras a Central Government Institution. On
‘examination of relevant papers I found there was quite some
' hesitation in th 1n1stry as to whether the Government could
run such an ermnent cultural institution. However I did persuade
{ the Government to take this step, also ensuring full autonomous
- functronmg, so that the great vision of Rukmini Devi Arundale
‘could continue to inspire younger generations. RV was very happy
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MORE THAN HUNDRED YEARS OF SERVICE TO HUMANITY: ...
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A Letter to Every Indian*

Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam

y is the media here so
negative? Why are

we, in India, so
embarrassed to recognise
our own strengths, our

achievements? We are such a
great nation. We have so many
amazing success stories but we
refuse to acknowledge them.
Why? We are the first in
milk production. We are &
number one in remote &
sensing  satellites. §
We are the second
largest producer of |
wheat. We are the §
second largest producer
of rice. Look at Dr. Sudarshan.
He has transferred the tribal
village into a self-sustaining,
self-driving unit. There are
millions of such achievements
but our media is only obsessed
in the bad news and failures and
disasters.

I was in Tel Aviv once and I
was reading an - Israeli

newspaper. It was the day after a
lot of attacks and bombardments
and deaths had taken place. The
Hamas had struck.

But the front page of the
newspaper had the picture of a
Jewish gentleman who, in five
years, had transformed his desert
into an orchid and a granary.

It was this inspiring
B picture that everyone
= woke up to. The gory
details of killings,
bombardments, deaths,
were inside in the
newspaper, buried
among other news.

In India we only read about
death, sickness, terrorism,
crime.. Why are we so negative?

Another question: Why are
we, as a nation, so obsessed with

*This was part of a speech made by
Dr. A. P J. Abdul Kalam in Hyderabad
on July 7, 2007, when he was still
President but all set to bow out. We
publish it as a reminder to all citizens
of India of their duties and defaults.
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