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LAK “AHMI‘ENTERPRISES

AN 1SO 9001:2000 CERTIFIED COMPANY

Mfr. & Exporter of : All types of Pharmaceutical &Packing Machinery,
“zper Cum Machine, Soap Machinery, Engineers and Consultants for Aluminum
Extrusion Plant, Soap Manufacturing Plant, Pharmaceutical Plant All Packing
Materials Supplied.

- ndustrial Consultancy
O Industrial License
Q Machine Service / Sales (Old)
O Jobwork in Production
O Labour Contract
Prop. E. Subramania, B.A.,D.M.E.

Head office: 77, Kamarajar Nagar, Manjakuppam, Cuddalore
Works/ Office: 14-B, Pondy Main Road, Manjakuppam, Cuddalore

Phone : 04142 - 645299 Cell ; 99769 63627

e-mail : ms.srilakshmienterprises@rediffmail.com
web.: www.srilakshmienterprises.net
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A Philosopher and Guide
Dr. (Tmt.) Sarojini Varadappan,
President -WIA.

Late. Hon. R. Venkatraman is known to me for a long time since he was a
Minister of Tamilnadu state. When my father (Shri. Baktavatchalam) was his
colleague, in the cabinet of Shri. K. Kamaraj they used to say my father, R.

Venkatraman and C.S. were the three musketeers ruling the state.

Late Thiru R. Venkatraman as industries Minister was responsible for the
Industrial Revolution in Tamilnadu. He created the Industrial Estate in Guindy
and many industries flourished during his time. He was a very pleasant man easy
to approach. He helped the Women’s Indian Association to start a few Socio
Economic Projects by Women. Then he became the planning commission member
and contributed a lot to the state and the country. When he was the Central
Minister he was a greét pillar of strength to the then Prime Minister. Naturally

he was first made the Vice President and then as President of India.

Tamilnadu feels proud to have produced an efficient President in him,
after Dr. Radhakrishnan. Smt. Janaki Venkatraman his wife has played a big role
in all his activities. She was a pleasant, humble lady. Our families used tobe

very close to each other.

When R. Venkatraman was the state Minister, whenever there used to be
party in Rajbhawan, Mrs. R. Venkatraman phoned my mother whether she was
attending the party. Then only she came. Because both of them were strict

vegetarians and used to take only fruits at the party.

Hon. R. Venkatraman had a very successful political career although he

suffered a lot during Independence Movement.

He has given good education to his daughters and they proved to be good
social workers. Particularly his eldest daughter Mrs. Padma Venkatraman married

to an IAS Officer and spent most of their time abroad. After retirement they
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came to Madras. Now Mrs. Padma Venkatraman is doing an excellent, dedicated

service for Leprosy rehabilitation through Women’s Indian Association.

She is now our Chairman. She is also like her mother VEry unassuming

quiet lady never seeks publicity; but a very sincere and dedicated worker.

When Hon’ble R. Venkatraman was sick at Delhi his daughters looked
after him by turns so well. In the same spirit they took care of their mother.
When Mrs. Padma engaged the marriage of her daughter she arranged a few

marriages for poor girls on the same day with her daughter’s wedding.

Hon., R.Venkatraman will be remembered ever by Tamilnadu people. He
2zs done so much for Gandhigram. He was connected with many Voluntary
srganizations, and guided them a great deal. His demise is a great loss to
—zndhigram. He brought in Khadi Board and Industrial Development in
~zndhigram and developed the activities. Since he was connected with the
Winistry, Planning Commission and held several high positions he showed goals
“or several voluntary agencies. He lived long, a very happy and purposeful life.
Wz miss him so much. I am very happy that Gandhigram has come forward to
smszrve his centenary and thus pay its tributes to the tallest man of our state. I
aiz with them in paying my humble tributes since he was like my father, always
“mendly, loving and helpful.

wsn the function all success.

s

\iirzssing on the release of ISI Toilet Soap of Khadi Trust at Madurai
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Ramasamy Venkataraman’s
Visionary Framework for Managing Crisis

G. Palanithurai
Prof., Dept. of Political Science, GRL

In the era of coalition governments we witness large scale corruption in
governance and administration and the prevailing corruption has been justified that
we have to pay a heavy price in the form of corruption in order to maintain stability
in governance in India. It is argued vehemently that political stability is the basic
requirement for achieving prosperity. More precisely many argue that political stability
is essential for economic growth and development. There is yet another argument
posited by another group of scholars that corruption is a global phenomenon and
India in no way an exception. It is argued that it is part of the globalization process.
These are some of the arguments projected by opinion makers in the recent years.
The prevailing ‘Pohtical Capitalism’ which emerges out of globalization and coalition
has made the institutions of governance to loose credibility and stature. So also the
leaders who are in the helm of affairs are loosing credibility and stature. Will
democracy find solution for it or will it continues without check and control is the
basic question. All over the world initiatives are on to check corruption. In India also
initiatives are on to control corruption. In this regard, there are three institutions
which are very vibrant in managing this crisis in India in the recent years. They are
the Office of the President, Election Commission and the higher Judiciary. Now the
above mentioned institutions have emerged visibly in the eyes of the public in tackling
the crisis in governance and given hope that the political and government systems
will be regulated and thereby stability and accountability of the above systems will
be ensured. The above mentioned institutions 'have suddenly plunged into action
because of the leadership of these institutions at a point of time. For the emergence of
the Election Commission to function as an independent agency clear road map was
given by T. N. Sheshan when he became the Election Commissioner of India. In the
same way for judicial activism Justice V. R. Krishna Iyyar and Justice B. N. Bhagwati

had given road map. The office of the President of India rose to the occasion and
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wransformed itself from a ceremonial office to regulatory office in shaping governance
=¥ using the powers conferred on it by the constitution of India. After Rajendra Prasad,
= was Ramasamy Venkataraman who gave the leadership and framework for formation
2f government in the context of crisis in government due to indecisive elected outcome.

= guidance and the framework given by R. Venkataraman are being hailed by many.

1

There were criticisms against R. Venkataraman on political grounds from the
serspective of political parties but his handling of issues at a point of crisis in the
nztion has clearly demonstrated his vision, and commitment towards the nation and
= future. As a student of political science I try to look at his leadership in the office
of the President and analyse his intervention strategies in bringing stability and

sczountability to governance.

The framework was formed in such a way that his successors can follow in
“wmure easily to guide the country in formation of government. He had emerged beyond
meotcs and party consideration by following the spirit of the constitution of India.
== considered himself as copy book of the constitution of India. In this sense he
mwawss the basic spirit of the constitution. Being a lawyer himself and a statesman

% wnsuzlized the events in the years to come and accordingly by he has evolved the

= his framework he unequivocally kept accountability and stability of

gewemment as essential for this country and accordingly action has to be taken while

¢ 22 governments. It is a major question in the context of coalition government

i soecton politics, whether stability can be seen above accountability or it has to
e sesm 20ng with accountability or stability at the cost of accountability. He clearly
Mulcsned that stability is not at the cost of accountability but accountability and stability

Wit 2e the essential principles of governance and from that perspective alone
lssams Bave to be taken in the office of the President of India while forming
wemments. While looking at both principles, accountability is non negotiable from
S pemsmective of good governance. Secondly, the credibility of the institutions has
W e mastzined and in such a way decision making has to be done in the office of

S “mmmisent of India. Otherwise the office of the President has to loose its credibility
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and stature. In the context of no one political party getting the majority, what will be
the decision of the President of India with regard to formation of the government is
the key question. He made it clear that the party which has secured more number of
seats has to be invited to form the government. Further opportunity has to be given to
the party to prove its majority in the House itself. The test has to be conducted only in
the floor of the House and not outside. The whole process has to be conducted in a
transparent manner without giving any room for speculation. To overcome the crises
arising out of coalition he has developed a constitutional design which kept the
constitutional spirit and principles intact. Till he assumed such responsibility as
President of India, there was no such crisis in government formation. Mandate was
given by the people clearly in the earlier general elections and hence it was only
ceremonial function of government formation and that was to be done by the President
of India. When R.Venkataraman was in office of President of India, he faced such a |
situation and he ably tackled the crisis and carved out a design to tackle such a crisis
in future also. Moreover the whole exercise has to be done very transparently and by
following the constitutional norms. By creating such a design he made it a point that
no one can speculate what will be the decision of the president in the event of split
verdict. In 1989, the IX Parliamentary Election witnessed a hung parliament R
Venkataraman made the basic rule that the President has to ask the party which has
secured more number of seats in the election to form the government and within two
or three weeks the government has to test its majority in the floor of the parliament.
If the party which has got more number of seats declines er fails to get majority, the
President of India would ask the next largest party in terms of the number of seats
secured in the election to form the government. He also made another basic rule that
the test has to be done only in parliament and not in the president’s chamber to count
the heads. He made the decision consciously because the supremacy and value of the
House should be kept in fact. He made it as a convention and he implemented this
design when V. P. Singh staked his claim under the banner “National Front”. He
unequivocally informed V. P. Singh that “as the Indian National Congress had not
staked a claim to form the government, I invite you to form the government as the

leader of the second largest party to form the government and take a vote of confidence
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27 the House within thirty days”. After the fall of the V. P. Singh governmeni he asked
“== main opposition party, the Indian National Congress to form the government. The
‘=dian National Congress has not exhibited its willingness to form the government.
Sut. it extended its support to Shri. Chandrasekhar to form the government.
Subsequently, in 1991 when P. V. Narasmiha Rao was elected as leader of the congress
»arty. he was invited to form the government as the Indian National Congress was the
srzest party in parliament but it could not secure majority. R. Venkataraman invoked
iz szame rule and asked him to form the government and tested his majority in the
- of the house within four weeks time. Since he formulated this design with a
furumistic vision, his successors have followed the design letter and spirit when they
we2 such a crisis in 1996, 1998 and 1999. His successors Shankar Dayal Sharma

sni 8 F. Narayanan with high reputation and impartiality operationalised this design

Venkataraman’s framework has been expanded by his successors both S.
“nazrmaz and K. R. Narayanan by asking the state governors to act constitutionally
= m moartial way and transparently in dealing with state government. Both Presidents

Smzrma and K.R. Narayanan instructed the governors through organizing a

sumiememce for the governors. Both presidents had instructed the Governors to take

weses mecs when they made recommendation for dissolution of the government and
smpuson of President’s rule by invoking article 356. The instruction was very clear
S e Sowemnors should act constitutionally and not politically. Both of them have

L mar of controversies when governors involved in controversial decisions. This

W ne pood tradition created by R. Venkataraman when he became the President of
M. When R Venkarataman was in office, some of the Governors got involved in
Weew comtroversies by their actions. But he kept himself away from all those

wanted to keep the image and reputation of the office of the President

§. Wemksztaraman has invoked the provision of the 44% Amendment to the
S of Indiz judiciously. By this amendment the president of India has been
e e @iscretionary powers to send back the decisions of the parliament for
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reconsideration. This provision was created by Morarji Desai as Prime Minister by

amending the constitution. It is a process through which the parliament has to be
made vigilant on some important matters which are being returned by the president
of India. While returning the bill the message is not rejection. But the President wants
reconsideration of the issue in the parliament for the decision. If parliament passes
again, the President has no option; he or she has to sign and accept the same. But
while returning the bill to parliament by the President for reconsideration; the President
anticipates a debate nation wide which ultimately compel the government to think
over the decision again either for modification or giving it up. Here the president
takes a judicious decision to make the parliament to think again on the same matter.

This exercise was initiated by R. Venkataraman.

* By the actions of the President of India under the leadership of R.Venkataraman,
it has been demonstrated that the office of the president of India is not a rubber stamp
and it established itself as a powerful think tank equally capable of examining options
of decisions like parliament. Through the scholastic approach of approving decisions
of the government, scrutinizing the decisions of the government R. Venkataraman
made the office of President is crucial in upholding the constitutional values, principles,

ethics and proprieties.

His actions and his successor’s actions during the period of crises demonstrated
to the country and the world that leaders with impeccable character with intelligence
will mange any kind of crisis in democracy. When we face such a moral crisis in
governance we need people with upright character and intelligence as demonstrated
by Ramasamy Venkataraman. His tract record from pre-independent period to the
period of crisis proved strait, prudent, impact making value orientation with paramount
national interest and he rose above party, region, caste and colour. He was always
keeping high moral and intellectual tradition in his approach and action. Whicheverg
position he held and occupied, he Jeft an intelligible mark in that office, worthy of |
good practices. He is to be remembered for ever not in a ritualistic way but by taking

tips from his actions for our daily life to make our life meaningful and enriching.
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My Gratitude to a Great Man - Sri RV Ayya
Dr. G. Pankajam

Former Vice-Chancellor
Gandhigram Rural Institute, Gandhigram

I met Sri.R.Venkatraman Ayya first in 1974 when I was a member of
szndhigram Working Committee. He used to come to Gahdhigrarn often to assist
szndhigram to forrhulate the Trust Deed. Many times we visited Madurai TVS Guest
“ouse where the meetings were held. This was the beginning of my acquaintance
w15 Sri. R. V. Ayya. As [ was young and new to the rules and regulations of a Trust I
ws2d 1o raise many doubts and ask many questions. He enjoyed explaining and

smswering. He guided us to formulate the objectives of Gandhigram Trust meticulously.

When Gandhigram society was registered as a Trust R.V. Ayya became one of

= st three Board of Trustees of Gandhigram Trust along with Dr.T.S. Soundram

mt OrGRamachandran. He attended the meetings regularly till he took official
smgmments in the Central Government. On one such occasion at Ambathurai Railway
“en. while waiting for the train on the platform we had chat with him till the train

wrwel. He was such an unassuming and simple man. We had Trust meetings some
tme o =is residence at Kotturpuram in Chennai. We received warm and affectionate

wesizome in his house which I cherish even now. I am indeed proved of my association

sumesmz Zor our Children’s Home and enjoyed being with children. He created an

smsowement for the marriage expenses of girls brought up in our children’s home. It
Wi mar o2 2n exaggeration if I say that Sri. R.V. Ayya watched Gandhigram keenly at
s smee of its growth and functioning, and guided us to move in the right direction
B asmewe the objectives of Gandhigram Trust.

Sm 5LV Ayya used to be proud of the progress / growth of Gandhigram and

lmten Sarvodaya Institutes. He helped a lot for Dr. Soundram Amma and Dr.
Wpmseencren Mama when they took initiative to get Deemed University status for
Slmseraen ®arz! Institute. As one of the initiators, Sri R.V. evinced keen interest

st



in the progress and achievement of GRI. He used to enquire about the activities of all
the units of Gandhigram whenever Gandhigram functionaries met him in New Delhi.

He was deeply emotionally to Gandhigram and its functioning.

When my name was short listed for the Vice Chancellorship of Gandhigram
Rural Institute in 2001, I brought to hand information of Sri.R.V.Ayya that if I could
get the chance, I would strive hard to bring together GRI, IRH & FWT and Gandhi
gram Trust to achieve the dream of the founders- Integrated Rural development. He
wished me that I should get the chance to head Gandhigram Rural Institute as the
Vice chancellor and fulfill the dream of the founders. It was his genuine wish that I
could get the opportunity to be the Vice Chancellor of Gandhigram Rural Institute.
On assuming the charge as the Vice Chancellor first phone call I made was to Sri.R.V
Ayya seeking his blessings. He said that he was extremely happy and proud that the
baby of Gandhigram could become the Vice Chancellor of Gandhigram Rural Institute.
He also said that the souls of the founders Dr. Soundram and Dr. Ramachandran
would be happy and proud that you had started shouldering their responsibility and
they will be with you, guide you and bless you.

True to his expectations and wishes I performed the great role of Vice
Chancellor of Gandhigram Rural University with a firm faith and commitments that
I was just an instrument in the hands of the founders who guided me from heaven at
each step I took. Sri RV. visited Gandhigram Rural University twice during my tenure
as the Vice Chancellor and on seeing the progress, he was happy and he encouraged
me to take new initiatives to improve rural higher education and make it more
appropriate. He participated in the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of Gandhigram Rural
University and blessed the staff and students and expressed his desire that Gandhigram
Rural University should shine like a pole star, be a fore runner to rural higher education
and a model for quality rural higher education in India. Sri RV.Ayya’s participation in
many functions at Gandhigram including the Golden Jubilee Celebrations and his
interactions with students used to motivate and enthuse them toward higher goals iz

their life.

I had many occasions to visit Sri.R.V. Ayya in New Delhi. He always showeres

paternal gustures, love and affection like a father to his daughter. In the dinning tabls
LA .
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»= himself served food, with affection and care like a mother..

Sri. R.V. Ayya had shown great concern for the Sarvodaya Sanghs and its
workers. On many occasions I had witnessed that Sri. R.V. listened to them with
much attention their grievances and evinced keen interest in solving them. I have
seard from the Sarvodaya leaders that after his patient hearing Sri, R.V. used to
weroach the governments both at the state and centre and arranged for dispersal of
&e funds and release the rebate amount pending with them. During his visits to
“emdhigram Sri.R.V was a regular visitor to different village Industries production
yms znd Lakshmi Seva Sangham- the Siddha- Ayurveda Medicine production unit
wnt =nguire about not only the production and sale but also the welfare of the workers.

-=vealed his humane consideration to the employees as well.

It was a great shock when I heard that Sri.R.V.Ayya was no more. I felt as if I

we wo z7Tectionate father, a great philosopher, a guide and a well-wisher. 1 prayed
L ws soul to rest in peace; at the same time I prayed the Almighty that I should get
M swiznce, blessings, and strength from Sri. R.V. Ayya who was one of my well
wimers. 2 source of inspiration and proud of my growth and achievement. What [ am

W sww  owe to his guidance and encouragement.

| zm always grateful to Sri. R.V.Ayya for what ever he had done to me. He will
W wememhered as he inspired me to serve the people and Gandhigram with vision,

Swear 2= vitality as long as I could. I quote a poem written by Ramalinganar in

S wiich will be a fitting tribute to Sri.R.V.Ayya.l am sure his spirit will always
we @ Camchigram blessing every one of us here guiding us in the right direction in
Wi e Sounders of Gandhigram wanted us to move.
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Gandhigram Rural Institute in the Vision and Wisdom of
Shri. R. V. the great

B. ARUNACHALAM
Dy. Registrar, Gandhigram Rural Institute

" What more a tribute to R.V. could be when the myriad minded genius
with largesse of heart had been a partner and patron of Gandhigram achieving
oneness in Gandhigram community. To quote from VII convocation address on
May 5, 1985, delivered by Shri.R. Venkatraman, Hon’ble Vice President of India
and Chancellor of Gandhigram Rural Institute, “Long before I became the
chancellor of your University, I have been one of you. I participated in the
endeavour to turn the institute into a Deemed University along with my esteemed

friends Dr.Soundram and G. Ramachandran”

“] have taken over the chancellorship of Gandhigram Rural Institute
(Deemed University) only with a view to continue the great service which
Soundram Amma had rendered to the cause of rural welfare from now on I shall

strive to partnership with you to turn Gandhi’s dreams into a reality”.

Gandhigram canvas of education

Mahatma Gandhi advocated ruralisation of higher education
Dr.S.Radhakrishnan, the most eminent educationist prepared the blue print for 2
rural university in 1949. In free India, higher education had to be brought to the
door steps of villagers.

The blue print for the university had been translated into a program o

action and given a practical shape when ten Rural Institutes of higher educatio

were organized by Government of India. The Gandhigram Institute was one 0

them.

‘Enthused by the pragmatic ideas Dr. T .S.Soundram founded a school fo
basic education, children’s home, schools, girls training institutions and famil

health centre. It is a testimony to the success of experiments in education’.
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4 szer of the growth of Gandhigram: A Mini India:

“The course of study or rather practical experimentations at the institute
meizde rural education, development integration of academic study, productive
wark. community life and village extension. It offers a community living village

=sion. It offers a package containing the art of learning for knowledge, work
swoertunities for acquiring skills community life for social responsibility besides
scton based research and extension for rural development. Special emphasis is
»ac=Z on extension service and field work, rural health, and evolution of new

sperozches to the problem of population -a part of the Gandhigram heritage”.

Snndhigram has developed a successful model in rural extension -a
susirznzular model where village planning committee, government development

serarmments and financial institutions work together. This has accelerated the

gowis, mzmely, full employment, control of population, eradication of illiteracy
wae wnetion of poverty’. ‘I also commend the system of research conducted in

“ute as it is oriented to practical needs, problems of the people in the

s Micro level planning, Gurukula system and Sarvodaya prayers instill

e walnes in the students. Its cause for national integration and unity is note
wwerie. = is 2 mini India. These experiments with truth are replicable in the
pilier perts of the country.

Luniie thowghts and Talks:

* gr=at way of paying tributes to the then chancellor of Gandhigram Rural

Suiiese s o observe his thoughts and talks addressed to new graduates. The

e of the dignity of labour should never be forgotten. In all developed

Uusimes. the youth accept the concept of dignity of labour and practice it.

pezlity conscious system has been described as one which produces

M Wi nzve the attributes of mental ability, efficacy and reliability and above

W e swmmesc ity to take initiative and innovative measures to meet situations.
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‘A degree is not the end of education because an examination can not end
the trials of life. He quoted the noted historian Arnold Toynbee; “It is both absurd
and unjust to classify a person once for all, as being first class or third class
when he is only twenty two years old. There are slow growers who blossom late
in life and conversely these are brilliant starters who fail to fulfill their early
promise”.’

‘All those graduating today have just been through a vigorous test bu
important -as the test has been a part of appraisals and reappraisals that await
them in life. Such tests of one’s practical performance, stage after stage of life
will have same of not greater seriousness’.

“I have in mind the great race they must run for quality in thought, word

and deed; for excellence in endeavour and achievement and for those ming

liberating accomplishments that leave an impression on the sands of time”.

“Each one of you possesses a creative intuition, whatever be the field
Please discover it. And then use it in the Gandhian way”.

«Education should facilitate a smooth transition from learning to economi
activity”.

Gandhigram Rural University has a definite role to play. A series o
Gandhian projects reflecting Shri.R.V’s thoughts and talks may be taken up fa
enriching the legacy. '

Requiem

Though left the world and from us he lives still within the boundaries. F
has won for a permanent seat in our midst. He appears to us with a glory of hi
majestic character, high hopes and great belief and lofty thoughts that has a
epic quality which he shares with Gandhigram and the rest of the world. Let m

close the requiem of R. V. the great, by recalling Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s worq
on Gandhiji. |

“Let us be worthy of him
Let us always be so”.
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HON’BLE SHRI R.VENKATARAMAN
THE VISIONARY GANDHIAN STATESMAN OF OUR TIMES
Dr.T.Ravichandran,

: Asst. Professor,
Dept. of Gandhian Thought & Peace Science,

Gandhigram Rural Institute

During 1964, when I was five years old, my grandfather, a known freedom
fgoeer based in Madurai, took me along with him when he went to meet Shri
i Wzmazraj. Even today I clearly recollect that episode. Shri R.Venkataraman and
S Kzkkan ji were along with him. He spent half an hour with them. That was the

Sy =me [ had the privilege to see Shri R.Venkataraman.

W second meeting with Shri R.V. happened when I was a young Gandhian
upewess. - zccompanied Shri T.D.Tirumalai Annachi to Delhi during 1991 and we
wwee weme 0 the Gandhi Peace Foundation Guest House. Annachi took me to
Wy Camcezn Institutions and introduced me to veteran Gandhians like Ravindra
P Wlgem 5. S N Subba Rao ji, Dr.Razi Ahmed, Shri Raj Mohan Gandhi, Suresh

Wl e #nd many others. The third day morning Annachi received a phone call
Wi S Resherecati Bhavan that His Excellency R.Venkataraman, Hon’ble President
e ses @ven 20 appointment to him in the evening. Tirumalai Annachi, always

—— 2

i i smeoerzzes the youth, took me to the Rashtrapati Bhavan. I was a little bit

Pl it & e hesitant to adjust to the protocols of the high office. Even at a point
IWMImmmmmMim.m Sty 0 =t me go back to GPF to which he did not pay heed. But it was a
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priceless opportunity for me to listen to the indepth discussion of two wise Gandhians
who were genuinely concerned about the society. Though slated for 15 minutes the
meeting went on for 40 minutes. I was tightlipped throughout the discussion with

reverence and H.E. R.Venkataraman spoke to me also for a few times.

When I worked with Dr.M.Aram Anna in New Delhi/Hyderabad I met R.V a
few times in Delhi, Chennai and Mumbai. By then he called me by name and quickly

recognized me whenever I met him.

I joined the Gandhi Memorial Museum, Madurai in February 1997. On 05-
02-1997 Shri R.Venkataraman, former President of India, as Chairman of Gandhi
Memorial Museum, Madurai delivered the First “Gandhi Memorial Lecture” at our
campus which was preceded by an Inter-faith Peace Prayer. I assisted Shri Pandianji,
the then Secretary of Gandhi Museum in organizing the Prayer and mobilizing a
huge crowd of Hindus, Muslims, Christians and Jains. At the end Shri R.V. expressed

his happiness over the programmes. From then on Shri R.V. used to come to Gandhi

Museum at least once or twice a year.

During many of Shri R.V’s visits to Madurai I accompanied Pandianji to the
Airport and then to the T.V.S. Guest House. Long discussions used to be held even
forgetting lunch or dinner at TVS Guest House. Those were priceless opportunities
for me to listen to his wide ranging experience in freedom struggle, national and
international politics, economics, Indian Constitution, conflicts and peace making
processes, etc., Every time I see him he comes out with fresh and proactive ideas.
Basically being a Lawyer he plunged into politics, became an M.L.A., State Ministe
and thenan M.P. He told us that it was the wish of Shri K.Kamaraj that he should ge
to the centre. When he landed in Delhi his curve never descended. He was th
Cabinet Minister holding almost all vital portfolios. Later he became the Vic
President and then culminated as the most prestigious President of India facing th

most turbulent political crisis of our country.

Whenever, there were no meetings in the morning he used to take rest for h
an hour around 11:30 a.m. In one such occasion during 2002 at the TVS Gue

House I was waiting outside his room reading a book. Pandianji and others were ox
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1> Gandhi Museum for other arrangements. To my surprise he came out of his room
mncd called me inside. Like a lovable father he asked me so many personal questions
unc then in his own inimitable style he started talking so many things. The main
teme of the talk was anchored in Gandhian nonviolence and terrorism. He told me
{2t he has officially visited more than 100 countries many times. He gained a very
=co experience when he was associated with the United Nations for more than a

seczde. That was the greatest opportunity God bestowed upon him.

The most precious moment in his life was his freedom struggle days when he

was 2 vouth braving death and spending countless days behind the bars in prisons.
z1d, “T always cherish myself as a Gandhian than the President of India.” That

was 2e Gandhian spirit in him. He also proudly recollected the help he extended
furmz the formation of Sir Richard Attenborough ‘s Gandhi” movie. During the
wmi oF his talk he told me that very few people are now aware of Gandhian ideals,
mrmeoles and his relevance in the third millennium and so advised me to dedicate

my =moire life to spread the Gandhian ideals which I immediately accepted.

designed and established a permanent “Gandhi Philatelic Exhibition™ in the
g Toor of the Gandhi Museum Gallery in 1994. After formally inaugurating
S “uoonition he spent a long time before each and every stamp collection of particular

mes and explained to us the valuable factors of that country, its leaders and how

. is respected by them. At the end he appreciated me for the good job.

=15 last visit to Gandhi Museum was in 1995. Against the advice of the Doctors

s s “=mily members he dared to come over risking his ill health. At the T.V.S.
lwess =ouse when on seeing a Camera in my hand he called everyone of us and took
wengrzons with us. [ also sat close to him in a solo picture. He left to Chennai that
w224 zlas that was the last time I physically saw him.

mough he is not physically alive the committed work, futuristic ideas, the

e =mc the vision he left before us are much valuable now than ever. I really

Wi o for having given me an opportunity to associate myself with a great

Wmespen of international standing for almost a decade.
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My Grandfather: An Inspiration

Siddharth Ramachandran
Boston, MA, USA

August, 2011

I was fascinated, as a Il-year old, with the pomp and splendour of military
processions and ceremonies. So, I would grab any opportunity to see them in action.
One such occasion was when my grandfather, then the Raksha Mantri of India, was
returning from Port Blair after a Naval exercise off the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
in the summer of 1981. I went to the Delhi air force base to receive him (and to also
hear the bugles playing and to see the guard of honour!). When he and his entourage
landed, one of the Admirals accompanying him, upon seeing me, commented “Sir,
Siddharth would have enjoyed this trip so much.” His reply: “According to protocol,
only the Vice- President and President of India are allowed to have non-official co-
travellers. He will get a chance to enjoy such a trip when he grows up and gets a job
that allows him to do so.” I must admit that, at that time, it was not a response that
thrilled me much -I would have loved to go to the Andaman and Nicobar islands,
especially since it was summer vacation time. But his response was emblematic of
the way he brought us up; indeed, it was representative of his deep commitment

towards upholding the ethics of an elected officer or public servant.

This did not just make him an honest and upright man, as he is often portrayed
by the media, but it also made him a policy-maker and an administrator who was
immensely, and with amazing regularity, successful in impacting the ship of state
from heady days of India’s independence to today. This is because Anna, as all of us
called him, after the Pattukottai tradition of referring to elder males as elder brothers.
strongly believed that power has a tendency to corrupt, and to wield power effectively‘
and fruitfully, one needs to avoid, in some cases, monastically, its tendencies to corrupt.
There are two avenues for such corruption, he believed: (a) corruption through using
power for monetary gains; and (b) through using it to benefit friends and family. He
abhorred the idea that, in an elected polity such as democratic India, we would think
of sons aﬁd daughters of powerful politicians as having a “right” to share in thal

power.




While we, his grand children, were explicitly prohibited from any actions that
would even remotely benefit from his office or status, we benefited from getting the
nest civics lessons -better than anything we could get from our classrooms -ih the
“umctoning of the Indian political system, civil governance, labour movements as
we' zs the UN. After all, in one man, we had a resource who had years of experience
m 2. of the above! We imbibed civics lessons through his multiple late-night
fuscussions on various topics, illustrated by actual events in which he participated
waether 1t was the way he convinced mighty land-owners in the erstwhile Madras
i o start investing their wealth in industries -by pairing the technical know how

~erman industries with the wealth of the Indian landowners -to transform the
sgmumzn Madras state into an industrial powerhouse; or whether it was on the recipe
tznt Idlis, which helped him, in his New York hotel apartment, to win over

wwme cmtical friends in the diplomatic corps of the erstwhile Soviet Union).

=t as I mentioned earlier, perhaps the more important lessons we learnt related
W S semarztion of power and officialdom from family -I feel immensely proud that
WS s grencchildren can state confidently, that they owe their disparate careers today
Asessmement economics and finance, science and engineering, arts and music), not

W w mmome czll he or someone placed on our behalf, but to the education imparted by

i gemdiparents and parents.

nere are two other aspects of my grandfather that will forever be etched in

e mume - os sense of discipline, and his interest in being a well-rounded individual.
e Swemer guzlity made him a voracious reader, with an undying thirst for knowledge
e semsemeent 2bility to grasp the essence of fields outside of his formal educational
Wssmemcs This was probably his road to success as a policy maker and statesman

S fecades. His tremendous impact on the industrial development of the Madras
e wes pr=cicated by a deep knowledge, to the extent possible for a person not
U e 10 the natural sciences, of the process by which heavy industry can

M e wem zozls of technological development and employment. His ability to

T s e nest path forward for India’s defense capabilities resulted in India
. Wliesg mossile development, and its spin-off, satellite launching capabilities of
Ml e w0 zzricultural development. Given his strict desire to keep work and

e
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family separate (and the fact that [ have not lived for eight decades!), I was not directly
privy to his work in these areas, but instead, I got to see how he approached problems
-assemble experts for advice, then doing a lot of reading and researching on his own,

and only then, reconvening the experts to make policy recommendations and decisions.

The latter quality that I admired a lot (of striving to be a well-rounded
individual) had him teach me chess and play with me almost each summer night I
was on vacation in Delhi, and play badminton till well into his nineties! What impact
did this have on him as a statesman? One particular anecdote that illustrates this well
was his trip to the Khardungla pass, at 17,582 feet, in Ladakh. His motorcade got off
at the pass and went on a small hike - he was the President of India at that time (in his
late seventies), accompanied by several members of the civilian administration and
the military top brass. He was one among a few (other than all the Army jawans, of
course) that did not get mountain-sickness at all! This inspired the entire group, which
comprised people who were 1-5 decades younger than him, and helped develop a
deep sense of respect for the man -a common occurrence throughout his life, and a
quality that helped him develop a rapport with scientists, civil administrators as well
as business people alike, and served him well as he helped steer the ship of state from

the days of India’s independence all the way to the last decade.

I truly miss my grandfather - [ was fortunate to be able to spend a week with
him just before he passed away (and yes, the mind and body was, amazingly, as alers
and strong as ever) -for he was an inspiration like none other. The quality of his

statesmanship, which emphasised the importance of the administrative outcome a

much as the political one, influenced India for eight decades. For that reason, and fa
the fact that many of his generation, who had similar reasons for dedicating thes
lives to public service, have passed away, he will be cherished by India today and

the future.
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R.V. - ANOBLE FRIEND OF GANDHIGRAM

Dr. S. Narayanasamy
Prof., Dept. Gandhian Thought & Peace Science, GRI

Dr. S. Radhakrishnan
Asst. Prof., Dept. Gandhian Thought & Peace Science, GRI

It is no exaggeration to say that R. Venkataraman was like Lord Rama to
~amchigram, who promoted peace and harmony. Above all, R.V. was always pleased
wiir Gandhigram and he never failed to fulfill the desires of Gandigram for total

geweiopment.

Gandhigram is always fortunate to have proud association of statesmen. The
“wrmer President of India Dr. Ramasamy Venkataraman was a great Gandhian thinker,

muror. 2nd a good friend of the Gandhian Institutions with a warm heart and a thousand

=1

Lnler smile. His concern for the future generation of India got him associated with

-

Jwminzram community in different capacities at the national and international level.

S moognized everybody by name and he knew the various dimensions of Gandhigram
S (mstitute - Deemed University as a Chancellor from 1984 to 1987 as well as a
mwe “mend of Gandhigram Trust, being the parent body since its inception. His

s swtion to Gandhigram is immeasurable. All the leaders of Gandhigram

weememety can never forget the kind of moral support given by him to the sister
metuoms of Gandhigram and the younger generations will continue to remember

W o =ver He considered entire Gandhigram as a large family and he was held in

Weom 25 Ayvva' and 'Anna’ among the members of Gandhigram family. Gandhigram-
e mre 2 oways privileged to recall and remember Gandhian leaders like
I emussrzeman his early life, political career, various portfolios in the ministry and

W e amc invisible contributions to Gandhigram community. It is no exaggeration

U e fmer e maintzined purity, unity and divinity at all levels till his last breath.
DRSS AND ACCOLADES

Wemuansraman received the Doctorate of Law (Honoris Causa) from University

W e, tne Doctorate of Law (Honoris Causa) from Nagarjuna University. He

i Smorers Fellow, Madras Medical College; Doctor of Social Sciences, University
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of Roorkee; Doctor of Law (Honoris Causa) from University of Burdwan. He was
‘awarded The Tamra Patra for participation in the freedom struggle, the Soviet Land
Prize for his travelogue on K.Kamaraj's visit to the Socialist countries. He was the
recipient of a Sbuvenir from the Secretary-General of the United Nations for
distinguished service as President of the U.N. Administrative Tribunal. The title of

"Sat Seva Ratna" was conferred on him by His Holiness the Sankaracharya of |

Kancheepuram. It may not be out of place to mention that Amma Dr. T.S. Soundram
would have conferred the titles of "Karmayogi and A noble friend of Gandhigram" on

R. Venkataraman in heaven, where both of them are close to each other.
A CHAIR FOR R. V. IN THE HEART OF GANDHIGRAM

R. Venkataraman was a close associate of dedicated and committed founders
of Gahdhigram Dr. T.S. Soundram and Dr. G. Ramachandran since 1947. Also he was
the patron of Gandhigram Trust, the mother of all Institutions of Gandhigram. He
continued to provide dynamic leadership, although he held the highest position as the
President of India. Even after relinquishing his office in the Rashtrapathi Bhavan, he
was a constant and consistent visitor to Gandhigram and thereby he conquered the
heart of everyone at Gandhigram. It is no exaggeration to say that he converted
'Rashtrapathi Bhavan' partly as 'Gandhi Bhavan' by inculcating Gandhian values in
his office including the use of handmade paper for all official purposes and other

Gandhian practices like 'simple living and high thinking' in the highest office of the

country.

Dr. T.S. Soundram Amma had a tremendous faith in the leadership of R.
Venkataraman and she strongly believed that he would spontaneously contribute in
realizing all her dreams about Gandhigram. Sri.R.Venkataraman continued to suppo
her successors the then Managing Trustee of Gandhigram Trust Sri.V.Padmanab
Anna, Dr. R. Kousalyadevi, Life Trustee and Sri. M.R. Rajagopalan, who is now the
Managing Trustee of Gandhigram Trust and all the Vice- Chancellors of Gandhigran
University, Gandhigram. As part of Gandhigram family, Amma Dr.R.Kousalyadev
had the privilege of calling R. Venkataraman affectionately as "R. V.- Anna" and o

reciprocal basis, R.V. addressed Kousalya 'his sister'. As a result, he enjoyed th
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“om of elder brother in the Gandhigram family. It may not be out of place to
memiion that V. Krishnamoorthy Anna was like a stabilizer and cooler of the large
wmi 2nc he enjoyed the warmth love and affection of R. Venkataraman throughout

“here is no doubt that Gandhigram Institutions enjoyed the privilege of moral

sammert 2nd dynamic leadership of R. Venkataraman, who was a consistent Gandhian
famiber and leader. Sri.M.R.Raj agopalan, Managing Trustee of Gandhigram Trust
el 2s the bridge between R. V and Gandhigram Institutions by maintaining ideal
mily kevel relationship. '

. Venkataraman always lives in the hearts of Gandhigramites for several

wms. His guidance to build the institutions was valuable and his enthusiasm to

s 2nd motivate Gandhigramites, Sarvodyaites, Gandhiites and constructive

Wimiems im general to undertake various development programmes from time to time

smmor oe sidelined by anyone. His constant support for the growth and development

- amcinizram Institutions to manage crises including the financial management was
ssmarizsie and unforgettable. His contribution and timely intervention for the
wsisapment of village and cottage industries under the banner of Khadi and Village

Sussmes Commission was vital during his tenure as the President of India.

* \enkataraman’s speech at the Constructive Workers Conference of all

= Institutions in Tamil Nadu held at Gandhigram was a beacon light. He

Wit =very Gandhian Institution to concentrate and promote constructive activities

uiier e Gandhian framework. He stressed on the promotion of communal harmony

Wi S mesd of the hour and suggested that all the Gandhian Institutions may jointly

mumize 2o inter-religious prayer for peace and harmony on a monthly basis at the

vzl He respected all religions and had a close association with religious

s smcluding the Dalai Lama.

n= Jzins believe that the soul that overcomes the eightfold Karmas, attains
M sgnetold qualities: 1.Infinite Knowledge 2.Infinite vision 3.Infinite energy
# mimoiz joy S.Indescribability 6.Beginninglessness 7.Agelessness and

| Jmsmiessncss. Having analyzed the life and works of R. Venkataraman, we strongly

Mt et the great soul of R.V. possesses all the eightfold qualities.
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MESSAGE FROM R.V. AS CHANCELLOR OF GRI, GANDHIGRAM

R. Venkataraman was the first Vice-President of India, who became the
Chancellor of Gandhigram Rural Institute - Deemed University, Gandhigram during
1985-87. His message sent to the former Vice-Chancellor Dr. M. Aram, GRI,
Gandhigram dated 27th Feb. 1986 has a greater relevance even today. He said,
"Gandhigram is thrice blessed: modeled on the lines conceived by Mahatma Gandhi,
its blueprint was prepared by Dr.S.Radhakrishnan and it was founded by disciples of
Gandhiji, Dr. Soundram and Dr. G. Ramachandran. With these credentials, the
Gandhigram Rural Institute has inherited a priceless legacy. The imparting of an all-
round and balanced education to the people in rural areas, where the real India resides,

is a Gandhian ideal of the highest order.

As Chancellor of the Deemed University, R. Venkataraman regarded it a
privilege to be associated with an institution having inspiring noble objectives.
Gandhigram University felt privileged to have him as the Chancellor in a crucial
period to raise the image of Gandhigram. His leadership spontaneously gave credit te

every member of the University.

Gandhigram Rural Institute - Deemed University has enjoyed both male ané
female leadership. There was an occasion when the University had Dr.G. Pankajam

as the only woman Vice-Chancellor; she kept the University vibrant and also took th

University to a greater height. Whenever R. Venkataraman visited Gandhigram, b
addressed the former Vice-Chancellor Dr.G. Pankajam as "a baby of Gandhigram
who was elevated to the highest academic position. She is one among those wh

were greatly blessed by him in Gandhigram community.

We had an opportunity to receive the former President of India R. Venkataram
at Madurai Airport along with his colleague as a member of the reception committ
constituted in the GRI, Gandhigram during the tenure of Dr.G.Pankajam as the Vi
Chancellor, GRI, Gandhigram. We were blessed by him and also énjoyed traveli
from Madurai to Gandhigram and back to the airport on two different days. We als

listened to him with great attention. The dialogue on the activities of Gandhigr
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wzs interesting and inspiring. Ultimately, we realized that 'R.V -Ayya' was a divine

suru to Gandhigram.

As products of Gandhigram Rural Institute [1971-1977] we both enjoyed the

st of great leaders like R. Venkataraman from time to time and learnt great lessons

%0 22 personalities who visited Gandhigram from different parts of the world have
g=aty impressed everyone at Gandhigram and in particular, R.V. occupies a special
susimon. We are sure that the noble thoughts of R. Venkataraman and his legacy would

ssmiimee 1o radiate the minds of younger generations as the years roll by. Longfellow -

wmemaresd, "Lives of great men all remind us; We can make our life sublime". The life
wns works of R. Venkataraman along with the founders of Gandhigram Dr.T.S.
sumirzm and Dr.G.Ramachandran will keep on reminding all the dedicated workers

M2

wniime 2t Gandhigram community including the University for a global Sarvodaya

Swwzml COrder.
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Sri.R.Venkatraman — A Man of Principles

Dr.S.Pandian
Ex- Secretary

Gandhi Museum, Madurai.

Shri. Ramaswamy Iyer of Rajamadam, Thanjavur District and his friend
belonging to the same village sent their sons for higher studies to Madras. Both
of them went to Chennai and joined the college. Shri. Ramaswamy Iyer’s son
Chi. R.Venkatraman passed his examinations for the Bachelor Degree while the
other could not. Chi. R.Venkatraman studied the Master’s course in Economics
and got his Post Graduate Degree. And thereafter he joined the Law College and
got his Bachelor Degree in Law. Shri. Ramaswamy Iyer’s friend told him that

Venkatraman would attain the top positions in future. His prediction came true.

While Venkatraman and his friend Rajagopalan were working for the
benefits of labourers having their office in a small room at Chennai, Kamaraj,
President of the Tamilnadu Congress committee having heard of them, came to
their office and met the young men invited them to come to the Congress
Committee office and do their work. From that day onwards both of them came
closer to Kamaraj and Kamaraj reposed confidence in them and utilized their

services.

Though Venkatraman was a close associate of Kamaraj , Rajagopalachariar
who was opposed to Kamaraj in politics wanted to utilize the services of
Venkatraman as Advocate. He wanted Venkatraman to appear in the Privy Council.
London When Venkatraman told Rajagopalachariar he could send some senior
Lawyers to the Privy Council, to appear in the case Rajagopalachariar told him
that he could get the orders from the Privy Council and he should appear ané
argue in the case. Venkatraman appeared before the Privy Council and obtained
stay of the sentence and conviction in the case and: thereby the hanging of the
accused in the case was postponed. The accdsed was convicted and sentenced
for freedom fighting. Lawyer of his age and experience would not have been

bold enough to appear in the highest court. Venkatraman was fearless so he could
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When he was a member of Parliament he presented his views fearlessly
st ztiracted the attention of Jawaharlal Nehru while other members belonging
=z congress party were afraid to talk in the presence of the Prime Minister

Jmwzharlal Nehru,

Once a tender was called for in his Department for supply of spare parts

‘i “ne= buses run by State Transport. Some companies had submitted their tenders.
‘smuzirzaman and the Secretary of the Department sat together and selected a
ssmopeny for supply of the articles. Both the Chief Minister and Venkatraman
imew personally a Managing Director of a company which had also submitted
=mier. The Managing Director who was a close friend of both the Chief
Wi 2nd the Minister for Transport was sure that his company’s Tender would
W weceried, best to his surprise it was not. When the Chief Minister and the
Wssenz Director met he informed the chief Minister that the Transport Minister
M mor zocepted his company’s tender and he did not know the reason. Chief
Wisner t0ld the Managing Director that Venkatraman would not have rejected
W wmter without proper reason and he would know it. When the Chief Minister
W secw from his tour and attended his office called the Transport Minister to
Wmes Tme Secretary of the Transport department was afraid and Venkatraman
Uit s mot to worry and took him to the Chief Minister. When he met the
Ml Wimeszer 2s the Secretary expected he asked about the acceptance of Tender
W wemmos of spare parts for Bus. Venkatraman explained why the particular
‘e wes chosen. The chief Minister was satisfied and happy about it for having
Mt momes without losing quality. When the Chief Minister met the Managing

Mo of the Company whose Tender was not chosen and why another Tender

Pisen o the Transport Minister, he was also satisfied.

Dheme @5er, neither the Chief Minister, Ministers officials could be

1L L AR

Rt mar the companies, intended to corrupt them. What a change to — day?!
Wiaen Vemkatraman was a Minister in Tamil Nadu he was handling
RS s, A% that time there was a proposal of the Central Government to
BRI st Sor the handloom industry and the Ministers from all states were
B e me=mme 22 Dielhi to discuss the issue. The meeting was presided
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over by the Prime Minister. When the proposal was presented by a Secretary of
the Central Government and comments were called for Minister of various states
kept quiet. But Venkatraman rose and started questioning the Secretary. Everyone
including the Prime Minister was astonished. Venkatraman asked the Secretary
whether he had taken food that day when the Secretary stated yes. He asked
again whether he had his food yesterday and thereafter, day before yesterday and
whether he would like to takevfood on the subsequent days, questioning one

after another.

" Then Venkatraman asked the Secretary if he could stop eating thereafter.
The secretary said “How can I? I have to live” Venkatraman then stated that as
he could not stop eating, subsidy to handloom industry also could not be stopped

as the weavers and other workers have to live, The Prime Minister and Secretary
were satisfied and accepted not to stop the subsidy.

Venkatraman and Kamaraj were touring Venkatraman’s constituency. When
they were going in a car Kamaraj saw a board on the edge of the road on which
it was written ”Kamaraj Nagar”. Kamaraj asked Venkatraman who had put up
the board, Venkatraman told him that “it was either your followers or land
grabbers”

No other Minister would have said so, He was not hesitant to tell the
truth even though it may look as if it was something against the Chief Ministe
himself.

The Chief Minster, took up the matter as soon as he returned to his offic
and asked the concerned department officials to look into the matter and if th

land which was occupied belonged to the government it should evict the peopl

‘who have occupied the land, removing the board and protect the place from an
‘other encroachment.

The Government officials visited the place and found it to be a governme

land and they evicted duly. They put up an enclosure and a board stating that t

place belonged to the government.
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As they moved further there was some peasants standing raising their
semcs. They requested the chief Minister to order for construction of a mud dam
wezr the small river so that hundreds of acres of lands near by could get water
‘e sziuivation. They had been repeatedly giving petitions to the officials in vain.
“he Chisf Minister asked the concerned officials who followed him what will be
e cost for construction, of the dam They stated that it will cost about 3 lakhs
wni “aere after the cost of maintenance. The peasants said that they will maintain
B fzm. The Chief Minister asked the officials to construct the dam. He was for
soaiaction of more food grains. The dam was constructed and the peasants were

ssnne znd looked after the maintenance of the dam.

The peasants thanked Venkatraman for bringing Chief Minister and made

meructions of the dam possible. Venkatraman could have asked the officials

W moi=ment the scheme proposed by the peasants. But he did not want to direct
wflcieis of a department for which he was not in charge. He could have talked
S maser with the concerned Minister. But he knew well that the officials would
e mmesrely followed the directions of the concerned Minister.

W hen Venkatraman was the Finance Minister in the Indra Gandhi Cabinet
e weme o the Prime Minister to show the Budget before presentation in the
Suplement. When he started explaining some part to Prime Minister, she told

e Simsace Minister Venkatraman better he showed it to Sanjay Gandhi.

Sumusreman told the Prime Minister without any hesitation that it would amount
W um smconstitutional act and if the Prime Minister is particular then she should
e & @ierent Finance Minister.

=z 222 2 high regard for Mahatma Gandhi and the Freedom fighters. He
Wl @ wezs important to disseminate knowledge on Gandhiji’s life and thought.
W Samcns study Centre was to be started at Chennai he himself drafted the
(e Deed fior it 2nd he attended the 1naugurat10n meeting.

“momz the constructive Programmes of Mahatma Gandhi Venkatraman
IBME s smierest in Removal of untouchablity , Khadi, Prohibition and
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Religious amity. Venkatraman had a Harijan as his Secretary and interested in

Harijan welfare workers.

When I was the chair person of the TamilNadu Harijan Sevak sangh, I
wrote to the Government of India to release stamp on Shri. A.Vaidyanatha Iyer
who had done yeaoman service to the Harijans in Madurai District and worked
for temple entry in the Sree Meenakshi Sundareswaran Temple, Madurai in
particular. He was also a freedom fighter and underwent imprisonment.. His wife |
and his eldest son also were imprisoned. His family was ostracized by his caste |
men. He was a leading lawyer in Madurai. But yet the government of India did
not accept my request to release stamp in commemoration of the Centenary of
Shri. A. Vaidyanathe Iyer.

When I had been to Delhi, I met Shri. Venkatraman and informed him
about it. He knew Shri. A.Vaidyanatha Iyer. He asked me to write a letter to the
Government of India. I got a white paper there itself and wrote down my request.
He wrote his recommendation on the margin itself and that was forwarded to the
communication Department of the Government of India. Soon Shri. Venkatraman
forwarded a letter from the Minister of Communication Smt. Sushma Swaraj to
me in which it has been stated that the stamp requested for will be released on a

day recommended by me. Shri. Venkatraman also called me and told that the

Minister has informed him that the officials did not know who was A.V.Iyer and

hence there was delay..

As for as religious amity he thought that inter religious Prayer will help.
Shri. R.V asked Dr.S. Kulandaisamy Secretary of the Gandhi Peace Foundation
Chennai to conduct Inter Religious Prayers. First it was organized by th
Secretary, G.P.F. behind the statue of Mahatma Gandhi at Chennai Beach. It w
impressive. Shri. R.V. came all the way from Delhi to Chennai for the Prayer
That was his great interest. Whenever it was possible he attended the inte
Religious Prayer meetings at Chennai organised by the Gandhi Peace Foundatio

At Gandhi Memorial Museum, Madurai on every Friday evening Int

Religious Prayer was conducted. The meetings were organized by Dr.§
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‘svzpragasam. A larger Prayer meeting was thought of and it was organized.
Tr S Kulandidasamy helped in organizing the meeting. Shri.R.V. came and
snznded the meeting; it was solemness. About six thousand people comprising
wuients and general public attended the meeting. Venkatraman was very happy

ghout the meeting,

Kamaraj did not permit his Ministers to visit foreign countries as it would
swer much to the Government but he permitted R.Venkatraman. Other Ministers
wei= him the reason. He told them he did not know and ‘better they ask the
“w=f Minister. Once R.V. asked’ the Chief Minister replied that “when you go
wme =ring some industrial development or a new industry to benefit the state and
waw s2ould anyone go out to know about Town planning while they could visit
Weaerz: and know about it”. So it was not a special privilege given to R.V. but

wm ' “or the benefit of the state.

2 V. could foresee what could be done and what could happen when loan
wue 2o¢ from an international agency. People thought that the same amount cannot
W w=ma 2 within the specified time. But R.V could see that the same was repaid
wiem meore the due date. When Attenborough wanted the Central Government

W wmu= more responsibility he assured it that it could get better returns. The
B Wonister was not ready to spend on the proposed film. She thought it would
We » wastz to spend so much. But R.V. thought otherwise. He took the matter
W wia the Prime Minister and explained to her that the film would have a

st & macket and the returns would be heavy. As expected by R.V. the film had
4 semendous world market and had the Prime Minister accepted the suggestion

w 1\ ‘=dizn government would have attained huge profits.

Wi em he was the Defense Minister he made the Prime Minister to approve

W et of Dr. Kalam for sending rockets etc. But for which Dr. Kalam could
W sees zzined this status both in the field of Research and as the Head of the
7 '

We= 2.V, became the President of India he used to give due advice when
W wek=: for by the Prime Minister or any Minster. Generally and
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constitutionally the President is to act under the advice of the council of Ministers.
But R.Vwas accessible to all and gave the advice whenever they had doubts and

had to face complex situations and problems which they could not solve.

Even the foreign Heads of States and Executive Heads used to come for
advice from R.V. to solve their problems. But ordinarily the Presidents are not
expected to give advice and should not the say anything against the opinion of
the Central Government. They generally read out the prepared speeches and sign
whatever they are asked to by the Central Government. Even after the expiry of
the period of his office and his return to Chennai the Prime Minister asked him
to be at Delhi so that he could get his advice : He also allotted a house at Delhi
for him. He used to advise Institutions which had contact with him. He would
go through all documents of Gandhi Museum to be submitted before the Annual
General Body Meeting when he was the chairman. He would say that Governments
can afford to have deficit budget but not the non-governmental institutions who

are for helping the society.

Let me conclude by quoting an incidence showing how much Kamaraj
wanted to have R.V. by his side. I was attending a meeting of the Tamilnadu
congress committee as its member. | was seated on the dias. For sometime R.V.
was not seen therein. Kamaraj looked by his side and asked for R.V. in a raised
tone “Where is R.V? Where is R.V?” To pacify him I told him that “he will be
back soon. He had gone there” He asked back “Where had he gone?” I didn’t

know where had he gone now?




GANDHIGRAM RURAL INSTITUTE
IN THE VISIONARY LEADERSHIP OF SHRLR.VENKATRAMAN

Gandhigram was born in 1947. A team of dedicated disciples and
smmeemporaries of Gandhiji, Dr. T.S. Soundram and Dr. G. Ramachandran, developed
Jwmisigram, the home of many rural development programmes.

The Gandhigram Rural Institute (GRI) was founded in 1956. With undying
Sty 2ol d=ep devotion to Mahatma Gandhi's revolutionary concept of Nai Talim
) education, GRI has developed academic programmes in Rural Economics
ume =urension Education, Rural Oriented Sciences, Cooperation, Development
“mumestration, Rural Sociology, English and Communicative Studies and Tamil and
weam _znguages. Among the 14 Rural Institutes started all over the country on the
wwmmendations of the New Education Commission, the work of the Institute
wemmenes nztional attention and the Government of India. GRI is the only Institute to
Wi dne Zistinction of surviving and emerging as a Deemed University.

_mder section 3 of University Grants Commission Act of 1956 on 3rd August
TS swients who emerge from its portals are chiseled to meet the human resource
mmesss of rurzl development under various governmental and non-governmental
L

The Zimensions of research and extension has been added to teaching right
Sum e mesption. This three-pronged approach became a pioneering model earning

meesstion from all quarters of the country.
“umm=d in 2 small way, the Institute has developed into a towering educational
* mgies somorising seven different academic faculties and centers of specialized
~ e s = present 2400 students and 160 teaching and 247 non-teaching staff
A

Tuges. GRI is a nationally and internationally recognized Institute for its

o o mural development through its multi-faceted academic programmes.
Wl M. Me New Educational Policy of the country reflects the principles evolved
oo e “omemgz the concept of a rural university. Duly recognizing its monumental

mmmmnmlmm ms. e Institute was accredited with the Five Star Status by NAAC in
| [demmmuww T anc Re-Accredited by NAAC with' A' Grade in 2010.

: lmuer tne wvisionary leadership of Shri. R. Venkatraman the former Vice
4 Sl o Iméiiz 2nd former Chancellor of GRI, we had a leap and great legacy. His
ey sfdr=ss, in the year 1985 and 1987 are oriented towards man making

e ey SEo R Venkatraman's association with Gandhigram is cherished
IMM[I‘MWWW”‘ sesmsom of his visit notably his august presence for the Silver Jubilee
e f 76 -2001.
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